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' GLORIA BRECKENRIDGE
Most housewives sit down in the
rmoon for a cup of coffee and
h‘* vith their neighbors, but
» Mrs. W. A. Letcher Jr., 1214
Franklin Ave., sits down to talk,

'S with housewives in South Gate,
;' ' " Honolulu or Tahiti.
_Mrs. Letcher is an amateur ra-

E*,r-.*;.t;i t"ham”L and Whﬂe
me Aﬁﬂ-‘s' been at the hobby for
uite awhile there are only 500 li-

'-.. LU |
' ' 'men operators in the
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A past president of the Los An-
¥ zeles branch of the Young Ladies’
! Radio . ague, Mrs. Letcher has
st been elected national presi-
dent. This is the first time in the
S 5‘_‘*’.‘ s 15 year ‘existence that a
| Southern Californian has held the
ISR, .
| 1" _ Letcher has a lot of ideas

]

the League, which includes the

nches in Canada, Alaska, Ha-

i, Canal Zone, Europe, Africa,

" JAustralia and New Zealand.

§l Her pet project will be working
for & iﬁr' onal convention here in

Ythe Southland, so YLs (young la-
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*__H B Sneat each ofher in per- Gate, until her baby awakened and

:f_".'g radio jargon YL refers

yperator whether she is nine

gown as OMs (old men).
Ls speak to each other from

Ispeak to a “‘ham’ in France . . .
just your Q signals. They have
heir own language, established for
perators several years ago at an

‘g tional'Prexy Of Young Ladies’ Radio Leaque

ensed feminine amateur|2nd then switched to a newlywed '

works in the electronics division
n!‘ Douglas, has been a *“ham”
since he was a boy. One day
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r., Feminine Radio Ham s

say “'Calling CQ.,"” which means
“I want to talk."

A CQ call can be answered by
anyone who happens to hear it and
they will reply with QAV (Are you
calling me?),

Of course this is an oversimpli-
ficiation of a chalty “ham'' be-
cause the hobby has become so
popular and radio time so valua-
ble, that not all amateurs can gel
on the air to receive and transmif
messages. |

The_* Federal Communications
Commission issues licenses to
amateur operators, but only afte
they have passed a rigid test in
theory, mechanics and sending
code. The Commission also sets
up the bands and frequencies for
amateur use,

Mrs. Letcher passed the FCC
lest in 1948, received her official
radio call letters (W6CEE) and

now is an avid participant in “net " TUNING UP FOR 'NET PARTY'—Mrs. W. A. Letcher Jr., a feminine radio "ham," prepares to

chat with housewives in Southgate, Wesichester and other Southland areas. She has just
rnoons and national or inter.] Peen elected national president of the Young Ladies' Radio League, which has branches
national contacts are on Thursday.| all over the world. (Outlook Photo.)

parties." Aty
cal parties are held )
af{j:m Monday

At last Monday’s party. Mrs :
Letcher talked to a YL in South WEP CE E""“VQC‘ ﬁ“
started cutting in on the air waves, | | ¢

F_

in Twentynine Palms, who had Just ‘

sr ninety. Men operators are|reiurned from her honéymoon. |

She and her husband. both ra-

dio "hams." were introduced on
the air by another YL. and be-

| 'Pﬂ"ﬂv:f t;hf}m‘;‘;ﬂdnﬂgh?‘:g fore she could say QAV (Are you
on’t | calling me?) they were engaged,

Mrs. Letcher's husband, who

niernational conference,

_ : = < after they were married Mrs.
So if you're a “ham’ and want|Letcher turned on the receiver,

|to talk to another radio operator,heard the conversations of other
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-j_;j_ ;~-' m::ﬂllr tr_u!smitter and|“hams’’ and decided that *‘it might

kind of fun” to learn some-

thing about this hobby. Nigh
XiLeN - |classes at Santa Monica Technica!
BRI L FSehool - followed.

The Letchers take their hobby

L | with them whenever they go on
. : ‘weekend trips or vacations, A mo-
x bile communicator on which they
i can Send and receive messages
B ) | goes right in the car along with

A J | the Juggage.
%’4\ V. Ya It was a “ham” with a mobile
Nidin ey outfit in his car who sent the first
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4{5|,Jap Orphans Get Clothing,
" Gifts FromRadio 'Ham' Unit

e League heard of a needy orphan-

Lalaty oyt extend a Chistmas greetin ‘
g b some tangible evidence of their

S
< P 3 oodwill, . |
O - |®Yesterday they were adding up |Americinism.

:h Christmas spirit tors
e as : ; GRaog
Fifty-one orphans, from 10 to /=== -

years old, received six large

vally wrapped toys from the

h : omessages out of Tehachapi after
B ~~ .+ fthe earthquakes there destroyed

- &N communication lines,
i, “Hams" also volunteer their

R

N

Yos Aaneles Examiner *

11260 [Brookhaven street, West

Los Aq;plps, who had picked up

n Japan via their “ham” |the fir word of the orphanage
ov decided toland it§ need. 1

 y i g with| The Yoice of America (corded

the proceedings at her home and

broadcast them as an example of

they were| The radio league is comprised

results, and of 25 lios Angeles “ham” opera-

to bring an afterglow of

of clothing and 78 individ- |
vicemen intérested in the.‘;':;l' LY
ka, de- ru,‘; .~_ o .‘u;._ :

i
-

Sun., Jan, 6, 1952

" "MAKING PLANS—Mrs, Maxine Willis, left, and Mrs.
Vada M. Letcher of Young Ladies’ Radio League confer

with!servicemen viag radio on Japanese orphans’ party.
" Times phota |
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(- %) Foas ol M ~anese orphanage with Santa and qifts for Christmas party
i Lan AEOLER e & SRUA M) made possible by the joint efforts of women amateur
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. | BIG MOMENT — Highlight of Ninomiya Orphnnnge
| Christmas party was the presentation of gifts, delivered
| to Santa through the efforts of women radio operators.
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CHRISTMAS STOL
LINKS L.A., JAPAN

Servicemen Play Santa Claus to Orphinags
With Gifts Sent by Women Radio Op:sa*ars a

If this Christmas story is a little late there's a goo«

son for it, It happened in Japan.,
' It happened because an elderly couple in

lJ'l.,"

prphanage, some soft-hearted guys joined 10e armed 1orces

i

and a group of young women became
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The story began several . et
months ago when Mrs, Maxine
Willis of 11260 Brookhaven St
West J.os Angeles, was '
ping . traffic” via “ham” radio
with Navy Chief Bill Cunniff
and WMarine Master Sgt. F. A.
th:—n*lin. who wer- stationed at

il'i'nkn.:ukﬂ, Japar She

Swap-
p]_t_"; INEg 18

"

these youngsters,

learned §

Cestity of Thanks
'“While setting up the stufi
noticed some of th2 kids playing Japan.
around the equipment, although
an overstatement
considering the serious mien of
Martin
| “We asked a few questions and
' learned that the orphanage was

near Yokosuko

. {a private project started by the
the men had sevp their radio}elderly: couple as a gesture oi
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'he Amoricans (oOK MPA, OO0
setion of $100 and after ey -
| ping the building with Sin oW
o lnss against the ful thcoming

winter, turned the rest.over
1o the old ['HLI|'}:1'.

'hat evening at a meetine
lthe Young Ladies' Radin League,
1ip of 25 Los Angeles “'nam
Maxine told the story

WIeralors
bio<Mrs: Vada M. [L.etcher,

Lriagnrh
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eTom) LELVe Lhe servicemen
w e [l hand *"Me response was treraen-
Tt_ . |'I'.

|

s, The club decided to adapt
ne orphanage and . prompt

‘am’” radio ﬂpi‘i‘&iﬂl‘ﬁi vent to work. Members colicets

“ed six huge boxes of clothing
and 78 toys which were individ:
Wemally wrapped and shipped: to

On Christmas Dav the service
men engaged a helicopter, which
landed on the orphanage grounds
with. Santa Claus and all the
zifts abhoard,

Reported Via Radio ']

The entire proceedings were

.‘uljfi.

pLa s P ) . ! sent over “ham” radio from' 4
" l_' L i R ¥- thanks| for the safe return of portable rig selt up on s the
q:0unya Orphags ze near ‘heir three sons from the iwap | /grounds and transmitted girects
UK 2 - ) -m ar.l lv to Maxine (W6UHA), The
T ; “They now have 51 charges, ali) Lo, .vicemen found they had for!
: LRt boys, 10 to 16 years old. The or|gotten Lo bring antennae wire,
P phanage is an old family resit|so they took 4 ball of twine,
EY T dence with no windows, little or/soaked it in salt waler, strung
(X , . lit up and put an S7 signal intoj
' ¥ # 4 no heat and almost hajtel .? 1,08 Angeles on 20-meter phone.
ity 1 furniture. £ E And Marine Technical Sgt Ho-!
s O “The total allowance fos thillmer G, Hammond was on hand '
1, SR At |orohanage allocated by the Jape|to take !"'1“;“ﬁ1‘¥;11h“~\“’h“ih have -~
e g T W LT ' 2 __ eomtt dliust-arrived in Los Angeles. I . (
A y . : r.'.* "“ ROV n:,L.r‘udu $L3? JuBut b et or et Endf R 1:.'
LS L bt . there: The Voice of AmemiCa Tes o aas
Y .. leorded the proceedings "from Shg
A%+ {Maxine’s home -and broadeasy 7o)

lthem- to the world as dan' ex m
ple .of Americanism, 'Amarg..
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. jsm and then some.
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radio operators in Los Angeles and servicemen stationed
Children and orphanage personnel put
Santa right in the middle for this picture of his arrival. ' |
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PET HOBIES Fresnn s Mother of the

mested in- amateur radio
}‘ ving, but her chief interest

aar is
ding
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'lcunkieﬁ entice Stephen; 2%,

5."1**

r

KS

arms, and James, Jr.,

BTy 1%

f }?hﬂm are pictured with

Some homemade
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her. Left to right, Richard, 22, James, 29, and
Paul, 25. Graham, 31, is in the navy, and
Larry, 26, is in Oakland. Radio is a means of
keeping in touch with her boys. Bee Photos

sons recently returned from Ja pan | Wi
parents. They now spencd as muci

bl e T o s ha
ipateers it possible at grandmother’s housg,

8. Her grand-
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1953 Fresno Mofher Has

[Five Sons, Degree In Law

- _Fresno's 1953 Mnther of the Xear is Mrs. Lora Day Lash-
brook, 54, of 1428 Cambridge Avenue, who is quahﬁed to practme

Jlaw, but whu says ‘“‘women don't belong before a judge and jury.”
' Ier five sons believe her so.
lection, made yesterday by a
committee from the dnwntown
~ division of the Fresno Cnuntjr
1 and Cityv Chamber of Commerce,
Mma field of 105 mothers, ”15
20 years overdue."”

Charhctpnqncally Mrs.
' brook had her head buried in a
shnrtwpw radio receiver which
. she was repairing when she was/
informed of her selection. Radio
is her chief hobby, next to her,

children and her job as a law,
clerk in the United States Dis-
trict Court here,

‘Why Not Others?’ |

“Of course I'm thrilled,” she!
said. “I knew yesterday 1 was|
one of the finalists, but figured
any committee that knew any-
thing at all would select one of
the other women for the honor.
Heaven knows either of them is
more, deserving than I .am.”

It was a letter to the tommit-,
tee from Mrs. Alma Margosian,
the clerk in the federal probation,
office here, that started the
chain of events leading to the
' selection, a round of social and
other activities this week, mer-
chandise gifts and other honors.

“Alma said she was going 1o
write a nominating letter,” Mrs.
[Lashbrook said, “but I thought
she was joking.”

~he saila:

“As long as I can represent the
motherhood aspects of woman-
hood, and not the professional
sitle, then 1 am happy 1 was
chosen, Not that I am ashamed
of my profession. 1 am not. 1 be
seve both the client and a woman
Jdawger are at a disddvantage be-
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’70
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Lash-'

paper wurk such as pre a:ring
briefs, pleadings and such than
dre men. For some reason or
other, and most men will never
| acknowledge it, women are at a
disadvantage in trial work be-
cause of an instinctive prejudice
of the men.”

Mrs. Lashbrook’s legal career
started in Indlanapn]is. Ind..
when she received a degree
law in the Indiana University in
1938 after three years of might
Ech?nnl Jsﬁepir‘atmrti. She worked

uring the days to su nrt.;,hr.-
five sons. : i 3

Widowed In 1935 .

Her husband, the late W. Gra-
ham Lashhrnuk to wh she
was married in Evansmlle Ind.,
when she was 20, died in 1935.
That yéar she moved back fto
Boonville, Ind.,, where she had
been born December 20, 1898, and
worked for a time, then went on
to Indianapolis and a job with
the federal government.

When one of her former em-
ployers, Clarence Manion, was
appointed dean of the law school
at Notre Dame University, she
went to South Bend. Ind., as his
assistant, and stayed as an in-
structor in brief writing, re-
search and office practice.

“As far as I know,” she de-
clared, “I was the first, and only
woman to teach in the law de-
partment at Notre Dame.”

Invited To West

In, 1949 she went to Washing-
ton and worked in the legal de-
partment for the Veterans Ad-
ministration until Federal Judge

plans to Iei’ve

year and return r.;a__.

versity fer a degre
‘Another g on, . 1 S,

released from th'

weeks ago as a_ nm

now is living in es) n-

wife and:two sons.

go to Fresno Si:av.te’li Heg(e

semester.

L. Ofh ms
. 7 el!nolghn

tends the Oaklan Junfbr Co!
lege; Paul, 25, is siﬁ le and i
at FSC and , ‘22, &
single, attends the Fre‘sm:r Jur
Colleg

‘Mrs, Lashbruuk"s m&her.
Elizabeth Day, 92, still live
Rockport, Ind. There are
many other relatives, the
nan said, the Iamﬂy has star
what they call a “Day Lette
which begins with one of i 1‘7
group and by the time it reache:
the last one, and everyone
added to it, there are more th
200 messages attached.

The festivities in her huﬁ
will start with a breakfast in'the
Californian Hotel tomorrov
morning when Mayor Gordor -;; |
Dunn and other civic leaders will ;
present her with the k to ih--
city. Previous Mother: GI
Year also will be gue: A ""

At noon tomorrow she \
guest of the Fresno Rotary CI
then on Tuesday will have lunecl
con with the Fresno Lions Clul
Several radio interviews  are
planned Wednesday. She wil
visit the Exr:hange Club Thus
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day noon and the Fresno Ad "

tising Club Friday.

Campbell E. Beaumont, then in
Los Angeles, heard of her ability
and aekecl for her to come out
and help open a federal court in
Fresno.

“I came,” she said, “and have
never regretted it, In fact I can
truthfully say I have enjoyed
every minute of it."”

Her interest in radio stems
from the fact local amateur op-|
erators used to czall her in the!

middle of the night with mes-|{full standing as an amateur ra-

Saturday night she will pri
sent awards to winners ln! z
annual West Coast Relay
Ratcliffe Stadium and next'%ﬁl
day morning will be feted by t
Y’'s Mennettes at a breakiast y
the YMCA.

As soon as this is all over she
‘plans to start studyving again far
a Federal Communications Ceg
mission examination which, if
she passes, will entitle her to

sages from three of her sons who| \dio nperatnr. She is so confiden

were in the navv.
“It was a matter of having an

'of passing, she has her own 60

watt transmitter ready for 111

interest in radio forced on me,”|stallation and operation. Sherex*

sald the blue eyed woman. “I
{icured if I didn't want to ]ntc
all my friends, I'd better learn|
and have my own get to handle
those '.Fin": -

-
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plained:

With this rig I
in touch with my bnﬂl‘m T
where in the wnrld they r
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i ‘Bri lunteared their
~ ham operators like Mrs. Mildred O'Brien who have volunieer
equipment for civil defense. Mrs.

liscense two years ago. Her call letters are W6HTS

"1'.
A

| to check on movements of

¥

lmento Filter Center,

.‘J attack, the job of the block
~ |warden ig particularly important.

-

i S ﬁk:

G oy PEARR,

MMUNICATIONS in time of
time and

3 “:‘.“..“. Y=t a
-l :

ITo Defense Cause

Sacramcnto women now are
of the local civil

been and are

defense organization.

: ici in Civil Defense, : :
have enroled ﬂt;gli;l;“';aine d in such fields as first al

e & g
b 1.‘.‘.“, e d o Y -y
L, .,

s 5z

- - Ly

emergency is assured by local g

O'Brien received' her

serving in almost every brs_m'ch
In addition to those wWho

hundreds of others have
| and home

nursing. At least one person in each household should he able to

administer first aid, according 1o
Civil Defense authorities. ‘

There still is greal need for
women Vvolunteers, housewlves
land career girls who can spare a
few hours each week for thelr
community. At this ume great-

est need is in warden service and
round observer COrps. }
5 The air-ground observer pOst
on the roof of Sutter Hospital

d 24 hours a day
must be manne s

n the area. All aricraft sighted
jéreth recorded, but only, multi-
motor planeg (four &JI‘ tmoréeac?;-
' reporte 0 a-
gines) Filt o whert')e th]m{

ieht pattern is followed by plot
tt-lm:;‘;:ﬂ;. !%lher planes are recuqdeq
to facilitate air-rescue operations
in case of a crash landing.

SINCE CIVIL DEFENSE was
formed to operate in cases of

natural disaster such as fire or
iflood. as well as possible enemy

A warden’s first responsibility is
to familiarize herself with her
| agsigned territory and its resi-

"In case of disaster. she then
i be : -—umﬂling,ﬁlﬂﬁk‘

f

<184

2 Al

able. and how to direct rescue
workers or fire ilgl."lli'.‘l‘:'-:. _

She also should be able to :EPF
first aid and help householders
control small fires, TNz
Major problems in any disast Il
are €eeding the homeless z'u‘u1
caring for the injured. The RE‘:_
Cross conducts classes 10 mass
feeding, first aid, home nUISIDE,
and also trains nurses aides.

IN THIS atomic age, an i
portant branch of c‘iril_{lefepse 18
the radiological du'lsmrf. ‘
division includes teams Of traine
monitors who can use the special
instruments necessary 1o dele-
mine the degree of danger {rna‘v
radios ti* it )

» T workers
ﬁgﬁ? l:he?em iEt is most urgently
needed. AR R

Communications'is a vital pa
of civil defense. Among UIOse
most active in this service
ham radio operators Who fhg
set up a network of comr g
tions throughout this region
are ready to seive 1In case OtE
communication is destroyed. =

also have equipped thel a
biles with special radio fi

ial assistance is

ed, where help may be av

ail-|bile communication unit

so that they can be usc
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LUNCHEON CHAT—Mrs. Roberi

clusive group

short wave radio.

Local Woman One of Exclusive
Group of Female Radio Hams

Here in Inglewood is a young
woman who i1s combining fun
'with an interesting hobby which
is overwhelmingly populated by
the male of the species.

She is Mrs. Robert Lukenbill,
3354 West 83rd Street, a licensed
amateur radio operator under the
call letters KoJCL.

One of 600, she 1s a member of
the international organization for
‘women radio amateurs, the
Young Ladies Radio League, and
hopes to be able to attend the
organization's first convention to
}he held in Santa Monica June
24 and 20.

Beginning in 1939 with 11
‘members, the league has attained
its present membership, with
zwumen hams from the United
States, Canada, Alaska, Hawalli,
the Canal Zone, England, France,

R,

Lukenbill, one of an ex-
of 600 women ham radiy operators, enjoys
her hobby during the noon hour by engaging in a chaf with

| five other young women at scattered points in the nation by

-~-PDally News Photo

lands, Australia
land on its roles.
Mrs. Lukenbill shares her hob-

and New . Zea-

by with her husband, WOULM, a
{ormer Northrop engineer, who 1s
completing his degree at I{an:-:.asl
City University.

The Lukenbills take thair hnb-!
|by with them when they go on |
trips or vacations, Their little
radio transmitter and receiver
are portable, and with an anten-
na on the car, their mobile sta-
tion goes right along too. This
kind of radio equipment, powered
by energy from the car, is of
valuable assistance to the com-
munity in case of power failures
interfering with the usual forms
of communication.

Mrs. Lukenbill has a cerfificate

radio contacts with each of the |
48 states. l

[taly, Africa, Belgium, Nether-
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'RADIO KNOWS NO BOUNDs and apparently no boundaries so far
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as Lenore Kingston is concerned: her friendly voice spans

| oceans and continents through her “ham” radio equipment

and via her daily outings as the hostess of “Purely Personal”
on KFWB her voice has become familiar to Los Angeles

: , lis‘tellﬁ.s .

The “Purely Personal” program is a series of one minute
features heard 35 times weekly. The show is a sort of com-
bination classified section and public service program. Lenore
manages to run the gamut of almost every human experience,
ranging from helping to sell refrigerators to broadcasting ap-
peals for rare blood needed for an operation.

As far as Lenore Kingston is concerned, the many hours
she puts into her highly successful “Purely Personal” each
day are by no means wasted. And she has fan mail to prove
it, thank-you notes from people all over Southern California
that she has helped in some way.

But Lenore does not confine her activities to any city, state
or even continental boundary. Her fame has spread to almost
every corner of the world throughout “ham” radio circles as
just plain WENAZ. At present, her main interest is in keeping
schedules with isolated arctic bases where U. S. servicemen
cannot communicate with their families other than via “ham”
radio.

A 20-year veteran in amateur radio operations, Lenore
began communicating at the beginning of the International
Geophysical year, three years ago, with Air Force men at
various points on the island-continent of Creenland. Shortly
thereafter she made friends, again by way of long range
communication, with the men on Fletcher’s Ice Island, the
most northern point now inhabited by man, in the far reaches
of the Arctic Ocean. She explained that there are civilians on
the island as well as service personnel studying the weather
" and arctic currents and gathering other scientific data.

When Lenore told KFWB executives of her nightly contact
- with the men in tha north, the station reacted promptly by

_ tape-recording their entire top forty list and air dropping it
 on the island. Lenore reported that the air drop apparently
filled a need because the men have been most thankful.

The feature of the continuing relationship with her north-
ern friends is the telephone patches that are executed by
Lenore between the men and their wives and families state-
side. She is quick to remark, however, that there are hundreds
of ham operators in this country that also help facilitate com-
munications between servicemen in far-off lands and their
families.

Although a seasoned veteran of amateur radio, Lenore is
no. newcomer to professional radio and television. She was
a pioneer in Hollywood television, having produced and em-
ceed many shows that all had long runs. Such shows as
KTTV’s “Classified Column” and “Operation Housewife"
were begun by Lenore as well as KRCA’s “Key to the Kitchen
and the old KFI-TV’s “Mailbag of Household Tricks.”

But before tackling Hollywood, Lenore had been on the

ground floor of television back east in New York’s NBC-TV»

where she did the first civilian defense shows and first shop-
ping programs in the industry. “In those memorable days it
was necessary to endure days of hot and bright lights and
small audiences and the sneers of friends in the radio busi-
ness,” she recalls. At the same time, she was keeping busy as
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a radio actress with such top network daytime serials as

“Against the Storm,” “Affairs of Anthony,” “Ma Perkins,”
“Don Winslow of the Navy,” and others.

At home, on the side of a steep hill in Sherman Oaks, Le-
nore Kingston is Mrs. Joe Conn, who steadfastly maintains
that the brains of the family belong to her husband, a tech-
nical director at NBC. The entire house seems to be built
around the fascinating world of electronics, from the huge
revolving antenna on the roof to the shortwave radio-aerial
set-up in the family automobile, a new white sports car. In-
side, in the den, is the equipment used to telephone-tape her
“Purely Personal” interviews, along with other expensive
tape-recording equipment. In the same room is the amateur
radio equipment that’s in operation most every night from
11:00 PM on, the time when the area “ham”™ is more free
from interference.

A recently hewn skylight adorns the ceiling of the den. The
walls in the room are papered with colorful world maps. Pins
spotting the exact locations of each of Lenore's many contacts
over the vears have been carefully placed at exactly the right
point in one of the larger maps. On a shelf are clocks that
tell vou the time of day at any point in the world.

The wall on one side of the inner corridor leading to the
living room and the remainder of the house is lined with
plaques, some awards with the words “meritorious service,”
others merely recognition as a member of various radio organ-
izations. Two stand out. One from some of her young friends
at Sondrestrom, Greenland, is inscribed in gold, “for the
eternal gratitude of three vears phone ‘patch’ service.” The
other: The Radio and Television Women of Southern Cali-
fornia Merit Award of 1959.
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AN Classes supplying an intro- -
~~ |duction to an interesting hobby, | =2

- |important community service| .

~ |and membership in one of San
- |Diego’s most unusual woman’s
- |clubs will be instituted here
~_|today by the club.
& Instruction on how to be a
'|““ham'’—the radio kind—will be

‘lThome at 2052 Venice St.
Mrs. E. A. Poe, president,

{two hours.
“‘_WE think we are offering
. |a fine opportunity for women

- |well as discovering a fascinat-
L3 |

'|ing hobby.

cesting.”
NOT UNUSUAL

These subjects are not un-
usual ones for women, accord-
ing to Mrs. Poe, whose group

interests running the wide

numbers 16 women with other|’

|given by the Young Ladies' Ra-
{dio Club by its education chair- |\,
man, Mrs. J. Roy Smith, at her| 8\

{announced inauguration of the|f’ ..
weekly classes yesterday. They|
are scheduled to start at 1:30[ "% & &

p.m., and will be conducted for| & &

. jto learn the elements of ama- PR T
~ |teur radio work,’’ she said, "‘as|"

. || "Classes cover Morse code

~ |and elementary theory of short|f & =i
" |lwave, power currents and oth-|: = o8

 |er technical phases, as well as|{® =« %

|rules and regulations of broad-|{t+ %
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Wy

\range from . housewives and
. |and teachers.
" “Being 'a ham supplies , us
with an opportunity to pursue
the activity far which women
are best known—talking,’’ .she
BR1A.AE

Pointihg to a basket,of laun-
dry and an ironing bo rd near
her radio rigs, Mrs. Pt ;added,
“Most women hams itune in on
what is dubbed fthe ‘ironing
board net.” "’

“Fach of us cuats for five
minutes . Then we iron while
we listen to other girls all over
the world talk.’”’ she said. “'No,
it isn't hard to find things to
talk about for five uninterrupt-
ed minutes. In fact, it’s hard
. |to stop after that time.

“And it sure beats ironing
alone.’’ 3

|{FEMININE TOPICS

Contrary 1o conversational
subjects of male hams who dis-
course mostly on their Trigs,
Mrs. Poe says members of the
||“ironing board net” pursue the
universally favorite morning
coffee topics of women—their
children, gardens, recipes or
l|similar feminine subjects.
| Besides the fun of operating
|a private radio station, mem-
" \|pership in the club supplies
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Imothers tasphysical therapistslman},_ ﬂ'tl"fe'i"gfzit-’é"ts of activities

“"Have you a gnﬂd recipe ]Nﬂr [Jeef pc}lpie?“ asks Mrs.
Lway ﬂf her short wave radio to the mobile set in the automo

by

L ;\. PUU, I(*Jii,

bile of her j-rir‘m{,

Mrs. |. R;i:y Smith. Both women are ﬂ”i{:ﬂrrz of Young [adies Radio Club.
}

around town, Mrs. Poe said.

“We supply radio contact be-
tweenship and shore during
boat races, we monitor pa-
races, sport car races and air
shows and we maintain a
round-the-clock contact with
the distress call frequency."’

ON CD STANDBY

The club is prepared to serve

in the field of civil defense.

Wives of seérvicemen in the!

club have the advantage of
being able to get 1n personal
contact with their husbands at
distant stations. Mrs. Poe said
one member of the club, Mrs.
Albert Vernon, recently had
suzh an experience.

“Mrs. Vernon's daughter sud-
denly became very sick,” she
gsaid. Her husband was on a
ship off Honolulu and couldn’t
be reached by regular means
of communication.

“However, Mrs, Vernon con-
tacted him quickly by relaying
her call via other hams at
Ream Field and Hawaii to the
ship.”’

TELEPHONE USED

't; The call was transmitted by
Mrs. Vernon’s small radio set,
but she conversed through her

.

Radio League

Two {films, ‘‘Radio Re-
Nceivers” and ‘‘Radio Antenna
{Fundamentals,” will be shown
lat 7:30 p.m. Friday to the
|san Diego Young Ladies Ra-
|éio League at the Red Cross
|Headquarters, 3650 Fifth Ave.
|plans for the Aug. 14 picnic

telephone, a practice often
used by the radio amateurs.

Mrs. Poe said the average
member in her club has mast-
ered elements of the subject In
about three months.

““At the end of Mrs. Smith's
classes, members are per-
mitted to take the novice test
to become licensed by the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-

at Golden Hill Park will be dis- sion,”” she said. ‘‘Then they
| cussed. . hments will bel|are assigned a call number and
| served. | come full-fledged hams.”
e ¢ Fur SRR T T
A Ep LA o YA BRSO 2

radio station is tke best thing
about her hobby. 1

“You can put into 1t just
about what you want,”” she
says. ‘‘Some of the girls have
made their own transmitters|

at a cost of no more than sm_
Others have ultra sensitive|

sets involving more than!

$4,000." |

Mrs. Poe has built her own|
sets. She and several other
members in the club have sev-
eral units—some for home and
a mobile rig for the family car.

““My husband is a ham, too,"
she said. ‘“We use the car rig

either of us is away Irom|
home."’

other members in the club

the

Most of the husbands of|
are means, and Mrs, Smith.

Mrs. Poe said the financialjhams and in the case ol mein-
aspects of running an amateur bers with families, many of the

children also are licensed.
ORGANIZED 4 YEARS

The local club was organized
four years ago as a branch of
international organization,
It meets at 7:30 p.m. the sec-
ond Friday of each month in
the Red Cross Building.

Serving on the board with
Mis. Poe are Mrs. William
Kreysler, vice president, Mrs.
Vaughn McKenney, secreiary,
and Mrs. W. Lee MacDonald,
treasurer.

Board members are Mrs
James T. Ganoe, hospitalit* .
Mrs. Gary Chambers, hig.9*

rian: Mrs. James Grimosh-

to talk to each other whenever|membership; Mrs. W. J. * Rob-

erts, parliamentarian, M1 is. Al.
bert Vernon, u'--.hlicit?:' Al T
Frank MceCleary. siways dad
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- REACHING THE WORLD—Lenore Conn, amateur radio operator, shows Maxine Willis, pres- .
| ident of Young Ladies Radio League, where. she should place the soldering iron asthey work
|| in Maxine’s “shack”(radio station) in West Los Angeles. - Women operators have a chance

| to talk over the back fence of the world through their hobby, Times photos.
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Women Air Hams Give World
arful on Cabbages and Kings

ator whose back-fence visiting ex-‘wnrk all day, and about half of

tends around the world. \them have children. The range

Maxine Willis is one of 25|of their professions is make-up
women “hams” whose hobby has|, (st bookkeeper, nurse, writer

brought them friendship in El"nf religious books, actress at a

art of the globe. By *
most every p & television station, a secretary, All

earning a license they have be- ‘ '
come members of the Young La-|of them have one thing in com-
mon, however, Whenever they

eBES. dies Radio League, which nation-
| This unusual request was just ally has 300 members. The local| . get a free minute they are
Y another occurrence in a full day|group is the largest next to New . front of their radio sets talk-
. Hof visiting by one Southland}York Citys. ing to an old friend or making a
# " | woman—an amateur radio oper- Most of the amateur operalor ... one.:

| Useful in Disasters
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~ BY MARY ANN CALLAN
| “Thisis Maxine Willis of Los
| Angeles to Steve Handley in the
| Antarctic—"
aF_"- “Say, Maxine, could I have your
best sponge cake recipe? By the
X fm.“ I'll have to use penguin
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' YOUNG ‘HAM —Violet Sassi, 19, operates her amateur ra-
dio station (W6CBA) at her own residence. She became -
| terested in the hobby through her uncle, who is also a ham,

| and earned her license last year. She is « graduafe of Washe«
) . . ~ - W

| ington High School (February, "48) and is secretary of the
. Young Ladies Radio Leagite here

According to Mrs. Maxine Wil-
lis, nresident of the local ¢lub, the
members have several objectives.
The first 18 to miake & contact 1n
each zone. The second is to con-
tact someone in 100 different
cotintries., The third is to earn a
code proficiency certificate, which
means that they can send and re-
ceive a code message at 35 words
per minute, (Average rate is 20,

Pays Off in Pleasure

Most of the women members
' became interested in amateur 14
| lio through their husbands or
| some other relative. It takes
labout six months, they say, to
know enough to obtain a license,

They call their amateur radio
station “the shack” but it looks
more like a complicated machine
industrial plant

R 4 Sfde T W H LIARIB AT ) ﬁ}% L RNy | S A o Biggest satisfaction, they say, ‘0O of an
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B & SR dayel B N  |others by relaying messages | gpe “sponge cake” request is
AR AR On PR ' from one part of the:‘world 10 |,.1v gne among many the girl
,;Ir_;etf‘fjfr;r 1 : iy hhee another. During times of disas- : s v
SN B . . ] amateur operators receive during
wi i 2 e, 3 ‘ ter, their ability to get through o d PR, 2
3? ATt Y Addes | ; an average day., This recipe re-
S IR Ay aAL i % '(while other communication lines quest came from a group of Eng
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Friendship by Air Wave

Upon making a contact, the two
onerators exchange official station
cards with their call letters and
time, date, and place of contact,
With the very friendly contacts,
the conversation usually follows
up with a letter and perhaps a
picture, to solidify the friendship.

Code language is confusing to
the Jlavman, but eventually it
makes sense. Each country has a
prefix followed by the operator’s
lown private letters. Several sig-
nature numbers are widely
‘known: i3 means best regards;
133 1s the Radio League’s sign of
friendship; and 88 is simply love
and Kisses,
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ABOUT 7 o’clock every Wednesday night the
ladies get together.
They don’t leave their homes for their
- get-togethers.

These are women ‘“ham’” operators and
members of the Young Ladies Radio League ol
Los Angeles County. They insist it’s one of the
best ways of making friends.

Take these Pasadena area women for ex-
ample: Mrs. Barbara Wight, 2021 E. Mountain
St.; Mrs. Pat Parillo, 623 S. Michillinda Drive,
and Mrs. Elsa Wheeler, 6453 Livia Ave.,
Temple City.

Although they each have a family and
home to care for, they give several hours a
week to their hobby of amateur radio oper-
ating. |
“With most of us it’s a hobby,” explains
Mrs. Parillo, “But I have done some rescue
work In the past. Radio sets really come in
handy In time of emergencies. My real dream
is to set up a contact with an overseas camp for
| American servicemen so that mothers in this
- area can speak tp their boys.”

Mrs. Parillo’s idea came to her after the

- Mrs. Wight, who only recent] |
3 y graduated
the atatusnf “novice” to the “general”
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. . . one unseen radio buddy gave her a dog
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the little back room converted into a radio
room.

“Probably the most thrilling conversation
I have had,” Mrs. Wight said, “is the time I
happened to connect with my sister in another
state whom I had not heard from for 22 years.

“Our Great Dane, Sandy, was given to us
by an unseen ‘ham’ friend.”

Mrs. Wheeler is really the local long-
distance champ. She recently talked with 273
different people in 41 states and countries dur-
ing a contest sponsored by the national league,
For this she won the California first place posi-
tion for the two-day marathon.

CSL cards, identification tags, line the
walls around her rig, Call letters from Havana,
Haiti, Mexico, Alaska, Hawaii, New Zealand
and Scotland serve as proof of her world-wide
contacts.

Although the league was organized in

1939, the first annual Young Ladies’ conven-
tion will be held this year, June 24 through 26,
iIn Santa Moniea.
; The 600 women, all diplomatically called
‘Young Ladies” over the air and their “Old
Men” will spend three days enjoying banquets,
fashion shows and dancing,

T'wo members from Honolulu and one from
Alaska will also attend. '

~ The YL'’s meet every second Saturday of
the month in Los Angeles.

“One thing you can say about our group,”
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Mrs. Wheeler, laughing, said “we’re women
who haven't time for petty gossip at our gath-
erings. Our hobby keeps us so interested that
that 1s all we talk about.”

"Ham' operating is not as expensive as one
might think, according to the YL’s. Second-
hand equipment may be purchased. And. al-
though a few of the women are capable of
building and repairing their own equipment,
most of the time hubbies or friends chip in on
that.

There’s no age limit in the organization. A
girl only 11 years of age was entered in the
same contest Mrs. Wheeler won.

The toughest “must” is learning Morse
Code. In order to become a “general” operator
you must be able to take at least 13 words
per minute,

But there
everv hard one.

Through a contact in Korea last year, the
L.os Angeles chapter discovered that U. S. serv-
icemen had adopted an orphanage, but did not
have toys or clothing enough to give to the
needy children.

~ The YL's took over.

When 7 o’clock Wednesday night comes
around and these women tune in to the ‘‘net"
of operators for a friendly get-together, they
know those few minutes of fun are only one
small part in the fascinating possibilities of a
“ham” hobbyist.

e e T

1Is a worthwhile moment for
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- Independent Photos

IDENTIFICATION CARDS LINE RADIO ROOM’S WALLS
. + . of operator Elsa Wheeler's home in Temple City
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~ Two Young Valley

"Ham’ Radio to be

g | By GERTRUDE CRONIN
. i"‘ﬁ. -- Post-Advocate Staff Writer
= 1 Looking forward to attending the
o %= | first internationa] convention of
B Fthe Young Ladies Radio League
r- } . to be held at the Hotel Miramar
| In Santa Monica on June 24, 25,
= 1 26 and 27 are Wanda Studer
| (EN6HRW) of 1033 Geranio Dr.,
Alhambra, and Mary Klein

*
" 4 1‘.

(W6AVF') of 502 N. Gladys, Mon-
terey Park.

Mrs. Studer traced her interest
iIn amateur radio to an evening
In June of last year when she en-
rolled in a code class, sponsored
by the Alhambra Radio Club,

“My entry into ‘ham radio’ was

the ‘bug' for some time and had
brought home the Radio Ama-
teur's Handbook from the public
library many times to study, When
Bob decided to join the Code Class,
I decided to register, too.

“If Bob was seriously interest-
ed in becoming a ‘ham’, I thought

somewhat reluctant,” she laughed,'!perhaps I had better try it, too,
but my husband, Bob, had had|You know
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Post-Advocate  Photo

TUNED IN — Wanda Studer (KN6HRW) of Alhambra, and Mary Klein (W6AVF) of Mon-
terey Park, are chatting with members of Young Ladies Radio League, Los Angeles Chapter.

Plans for first international convention to be held in Santa Monica on June 24, 25, 26 and 27
ed over the air by the "YLs.
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Intriguing Hobbry

" LY

e, join ‘'em,

Wanda and her husband receiv-
'ed their licenses last September,
and since that time Wanda has
become pretty well known on the
two-meter phone band, She uses
a Gonset Communicator I,' [eeding
a drooping groundplane antenna
atop a 35-foot pole, and has made
scores of contacts throughout the
| Southland,

) | Joined Y.L.R.L.

Wanda joined the Los Angeles
Chapter of the Young Ladies Radio
|League on April 9. At present
\she is working on her General

|Class License, the next rung up!

|the ladder of Federal Communi-
'cations licenses. She is active, too.
'in the Alhambra Civilian Defense
'Radio Communications Corps, She
'has handled net control for the
Civilian Defense radic,
|stations twice during Command
'Post Exercise drills, an emergency

+., |type of drill conducted uncder CD
the present, she is|

:auspices. At

scheduled for training as az radio
|t*:1€-type operator to handle the six
meter radio-teletype in the Citdian
Defense radio room,

Her personal life includes tae
'raising of two children, Barbaraz,
who will celebrate her 'eighth
birthday on May 11, and Jiminy
'who will be three 1n June. In ad
|dition, she serves as. corporation
secretary for the Hoglund Finance
Company in Alhambra.
|  Miss Klein has held a Gereral
Class license since 1947. She be
':r.'ame interested in amateur haob-
\by through a friend, a ‘ham’, wheo
'assisted her in getting her ticket.
During her more active years in

'she contacted numerous distant
'lands, Among those with whom she
made contact were Austraila <ew

e Zealand, Japan, Hawaii, Okinswa
<= land Alaska.

She serves as a trustee of tho
Young Ladies Radio League, Lo

Chapter, which «‘was the call
(WeMWO).

When asked liow many feminine
‘ham’’ operators were expected
to attend the YL convention, Miss
Klein said, *“*About 60 members of
the Los Angeles League, as well
as ‘“‘ham’ operators throughout
\the slate, Three are expected to
come from Hawaii, and one from
Alaska, Reservations are being
made with Mrs, Howard Wheeler
of Temple City, hospitality chair-
man,

Women Find

-

¥ |

interesting Hobby
Miss

Klein finds radio an inter-
*5ticg hobby aside from her cduties

a8 X~Ray technician at the Behr-

X lens Memeorial Hospital in Glen- |
Personal Lile !

dele. She is a member of
American Radio League,
mMucha of her Jeisure timesis dcvol
ed to further study in radio,
H2r equipment consists of a
conmercially built transmitter, a
Viking II which delivers 120 walts |
ol power. Her receiver is also
commercially built. Miss Klein has

L]
the

set up her radio equipment in her |

~Dam_shack located in the living

room of hér-parents’ home.
Indicative of the local interest

in amateur radio are the statistics

that operating in Alhambra are
about 75 operators. The beginner's
now currently in gession ynder the
sponsorship of the Alhambra Dis-
irict Club has 14 students. In the
advance class, 10 students are en-
rolled, six of whom are women.

Amateur radio is an excellent
hobby for women, and a wonder-
ful hobby that husbands and wives
with @ mutnal interest may share,
both Mrs. Studer and Miss Klein

and ;!

agreec,

]
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| "' In area are several women ‘il ' SRR e | i g - R
| who join with nearly 700 others ' P N o

}_.--.11‘ -ﬂu-ouﬁmut the world, as licensed A B e t 4

= artdlﬁ amateurs who are eagerly

turning their hobby into public
service as well as fun.

~ = | One is Mrs. Donald H. Freeberg,
© | 7254 W. 90th St., who is known on
=" |the alrwaves by her given name,
| Lorraine, and her call letters,
. \W6AKE, issued to her in 1951 by
" |the Pederal Communications Com-

- Imission.

A mber of the Young Ladies
Radio League, a world wide group
of licensed women hams, she is
looking forward to attending the'
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| that group.
' | Her husband was responsible for
k;ﬁ’f *_ [ Mrs. Freeberg’s unique hobby, for
| ff* | he was so active on the amateur
B3
|

o radio bands under his call letters,
- |.W6IOD, that she was beginning to
- | feel “left out,” she remarked.
| The Freebergs’ husky sons, Dan-
- | iel, age 5, and James, age 2, do
' | not keep Lorraine too busy to in-
" | terfere with her “hamming.” One
| of her favorite radio pastimes is
~ | checking in with the 75 meter net,
| called the “Ironing Board Net'' be-
cause so many of the women hams
manage to get their ironing done
between transmissions on their
home radio stations.

Mrs. Freeberg says that ‘‘wom-
en radio amateurs have eternal
youth, because they are called
YL's (for young lady) whether they
' lare 9 or 90. Their husbands are
! | called OM (for old man).”

F Another member of the Young
Ladies Radio League in the area 1s
IMrs. William E. McKechnie, 4469
~  |w. 62nd St. Her call letters are
" |WBIWG, and she became interested

Jln the hobby through her son, Ren-
| dall MeKechnie who is W6ZWS.

Also busy as a home maker and
registered nurse, Mrs. McKechnie
finds time to check into the Cen-

.‘ﬂltri_r. BARON B. BARKER, of Puente, is shown at her radio as
she is a well known hame operator. She is the control station

for the statewide amateur network of radio stations called the
2 Meter American Legion Net,

=i " o e |
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iNlrs.. Barker, Ham Operator
Combines Fun With Service

Combining fun with public|ihams from the United States.

service in an unusual hobby for|Canada, Alaska, Hawalii, the Ca:
a woman is Mrs. Baron B. Bark-|hal _Zﬂ“ﬂ‘- England, France, ltaly,
| er Uf 16[}11 E P’;:lil"gl'uve ave. l:ifl‘l{:a, ' B'E].Hiun], N'(‘ll'kl.';'l'li.ill[!‘.'-,
tinela Valley civilian defense radio ' She is a radio amateur, licensed Australia and New Zealand.
network, and received a citation in . e | in 1940 by the Federal Communi- She is also a member and vice-» =
{1953 for her communications as-| ooy can TAKE IT WITH YOU—TIs demonstrated by Mis. Donald cation Commission with the cal |President of the hos Angeles ' &
| sistance during the Tehachip] A. Freeberg, 7254 W. 90th St., Westchester. As a licensed ham radio letters W6QGX. Known on the Young [Ladies Radio league, @ /
| earthquake. < operator, she can enjoy conversing with her friends on the air either airwaves by her given name of which is associated with the =
In the South Bay Area are sev-| at home; with a mobile unit in her car, or with this neat little B Vet thats the cohtrol stas| YLRIA
eral YL's including Mmes. Walter | porable transmiter and receiver she is carrying. Helping mother is : - . Ol Sta*} “ohe first became interested<s
% | Jovee: (WOKYZ), E. Milton Brand: | the Freeberg’s Al an DALY, g < 3 tion for the statexwd? amateur L ¢ d; = erested In
*lvig (WBLBO) e Oank) FuEhas [ N af network of radio stations called ur radio when as a girl at
(KN6ISC) MI:E Hughes, most re- | she served as a CoO unications .~ ? e _ {the 2 Meter American Legion hunﬁ In Kansas City, she litened
“ceive her license, first |spcialist in ‘the WAVES, Naval ‘=t 5y 0 00 | Net. This net receives and trans-'Emn?j:ebfggsc::ssigsf o ‘hs
- ‘ : _ AR s mits hundreds of messages each | LECElV
terested in radio when | women's auxiliary force e & it led to years of enjoyment after

:.' *, \f"‘ o4 oY .
% S IR T | {month, many of them from serv- , o &
’ ” bt mon: overseas to” thelp fami: she studied for and passed her li- =

~ ||lies at home. cegs;{m the strange d gt
Wy it Ol:lﬂ of 6001 she is a men?ber of away plgﬂces she hﬂi t:lll:l{Ed IEE; "
. |the international organization for|are the South Orkney Islands '
[ ~  ||women radio amateurs, the| Aystralia and Tahiti. 'y
.~ [|Young Ladies Radio league, and| She shares her hobby with har
-~ |lis busy now planning the pro-{hysband, W6QGP, and has thro»
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¥, ||convention to be held at Hotei|Sysan, age 7; Linda, age 6 anl |
f ]{:rff,!"‘ | Miramar in Santa Monica, June| Nancy, who is only 4. i/
ok 11124, 2. - Mr. Barker is a radio engineer |
SR * Beginning in 1939 with 11 mem- | for Convair Guided Missle Div., =
¥ ~ |bers, the league has attained its|Pomona, and has had his “ham” 3
. _ || present membership of women 'license since 1935. e
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RADIO “HAM"

By Stan Mandel
Betty Wilson, a licensed, ama-
teur radio operator near Oxnard,
has managed to turn an inter-
esting hobby into a public serv=-
ice to he® community.
The robust, cheerful woman,

4 wheel chair since her recovery,

| Strout’s Motel and Trailer Park

- ed from the encouragement of

and touring the United States

‘on-a bleyele; has been a“ham”

operator since August, 1951.
The change of hobbies result-

her husband, Louis, after she
wag stricken with polio in 1948
She has been confined to a

Living in a small house at

on Highway 101-A south of Ox-

who once had a hobby of racinug|

i

S -
I

-“

g

14
|

there are any messages to be received or transmitted frum_this area.
chalf as a result of polio, she maintains her vlgll as a public service to t
lives south of Oxnard with her husband, Louis, and a son Louis Jr.

Oxnard Woman, Polio Victim,
Is Expert Ham Radio Operator

came here Jan. 1 from Sacra-
mento.
Given Award

It was in the state capital that
Mrs. Wilson received a 'public
service award from the Ameri-
can Radio Relay . League, Inc.,
last October for handling mes-
sages via the radio during
floeds. in-Novthern Califorula in
January, 1953.

Today, Mrs. Wilson, whose
“ham” call letters are WGREF,
handles messages from persons
throughout the Uniteq States
and from servicemen around the
world.

Seven daily check-ins are
made with radio networks by
Mrs. Wilson to see if any mes-
sages are to be relayed -or sent
from this area. She is a mem-

nard, the Wilsons and their
nine-year-old son, Louis_ Jr,
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ber of the ‘“nets” and ' repre-
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OPERATOR, Betty Wilson, checks in on one of her radio nets to see if

Confined to a wheel
16 community. She

—PPress-Courier Photo

sents this area for each.

Messages are handled free of
charge and incoming ones arsa
either telephoned, mailed or de-
livered by Mrs, Wilson or a
“‘delegated friend.”

Her “nets” include both CW
(continuous  waves or Morse
code) and phone (microphone)
ones, \

Busy Day

At noon Mrs. Wilson |
in with the Tri-County (low|
power stations) network, and at
1 p.m, with the Marine Corps|
Affiliated Network. Usually lis-|
tening in on the radio durinp,l
the “afternoon for any messages|
or radio “chatter”, she checks!
in at 7 p.m. with the: Mission
Trall Network, a phone net

which covers the West (Coast

checks!

f;:nm border to border. t

— iy = =

' |
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——

0 wd Ml

Other check-ins include. the|
Southern Caliornia Network.aty
10 CW mnet |
ing an area from San Luis OD
po sSouth i anol & 745
and 9:30 p.m. with
gion Network whi
ifornia, Arizona
Nevada, Utah, Colorad:
wall.
Mrs.
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(D messages each
Since beginning her “ha
S8 0 S
with other “hams” {r
the world ang has confirmati
of contact stacked

Ol around
i ¥

cards more

than a foot deep for evidence of}
the two-way communication, !
set for Convention |

From June 24 to 26 she will]

attend the first international
iconvention of the Young Ladies|
| Radio League at Santa Monica.
iShe 'is one of
members. The organization was |
formed in 1939,

+ i o ¥ L ™l
the leaon A

sang professionally for severil

lyears in concerts and ight
retubs, will sing at the conven-|
tion.

She is a member of the Ven-
tura County Amateur Radio
Club.

In her “spare” time she gives
code classes free of charge at
ner home to “ham’” aspirants.
The classes are helq on Sun-
days, 1 to 2:30 p.m. for begin-

ners, and from 2:30 to 4 p.m.|

for the advanced.
. A second son, Gilbert, is also
a “ham,” licensed under the call
letters WR7UVO. He is sta tion-
ed with the Marines at Camp
Pendleton near San Diego.

T —
e — . — -

Mrs. Wilson, who at one time|




YL _ s, women amateur gdid operators fmm ten to e:ghty, |
invaded a hobby predominated by males. Tkey ve'
: concluded their first international convention at

Monica.

“The “ham” had a field day last

end when members of the Young
es' Radio League held their first
--;_n ational convention in Santa
nica. The YLRL, an organization
women amateur radio operators,
lﬂ founded in 1939 with a mem-
p of only thirteen. Today they
close to 600 world-wide mem-
ahniin their ranks.

Mdropping on a couple of
W’ is rather confusing. Their
ﬂ‘f'huution sounds like a lot of dou-

ﬁlk. But once you become ac-
€d to hearing them refer to one
by call letters rather than
% you begin to get the gist of

going on. The safest way to
any i.niomatlon from these dou-
hlklng hobbyists is to pin them
don with direct questions.

‘Charter member Lenore Kingston
- Conn, WENAZ, and Gladys Eastman,
- W6DXI, treasurer of the YL Club of
l;  Los Angeles willingly submitted to
- our interrogation. %

! Why do most women become ham
- | operators?

| Most women who pursue the hobby
'} are married to ham operators, or
- O.Ms—a male amateur radio opera-
tor, and to avoid becoming a radio
widow they become ‘“hams.” Some-
times the only way they could. see
. their husbands during leisure hours
- was to get a license of their own and
- share the transmitter and radio shack.
(No matter how simple or elaborate

a set-up might be it is referred to as
a “shack.’) *

In some cases, . girls actually have
met their future husbands on the ra-
dio waves. Martha Edwards, W6QYL,
met her husband on the 75 meter
phone band when she was introduced
to him by another YL ham. The wed-
ding guests were practically all
“hams.” And those who could not
attend were given a follow-up descrip-
| tion via radio. It's interesting to note
~ | that Martha credits ham radio.with
: being a life saver during a recent
long period of convalescence.

What about those call letters?
~ They are proud of them just as if
they were their middle names. Cal-
| ifomia is the Sixth call area, so that
- 6 places us here. The W or K before
. the 6 indicates the USA, and the last
1 three letters are their very own. Gov-
- ernor Knight signed a bill recently
~ authorizing them to use their call
| letters on their auto license plates.
¥y hardly ever know a “ham’s” last

"

- "
e

g

'ﬂﬁﬁ:ﬁiﬂ

;“:'; | e but his or her call letters are
| ftremendously important. Other coun-

fries have their own prefixes so they

| Know as soon as they hear them where
| they are.

How do they use the YL network? '

/. Some of the members are active in
CMllan Defense d.rlllg

mﬁg:
el o

'q--
'_--u-"'"--'l-‘ . =

tioned in places such as Guam, OKi-

"Hamn" stand

ready to provide auxiliary communi:
cations in case of emergency and
ower failure,
er O.M. husband, Lee Eastman, keep
regular net schedules with Civilian
Defense. As a matter of fact, Gladys’
children are also ham operators,

Many of the members perform an-
other kind of service,

of GIs overseas talk to the boys sta-

nawa, Japan and Germany.

The girls in Los Angeles, sixty- five |

strong, have set up an ironing board

net on Tuesdays when they all tune § .:

in on the same frequency and gossip ¢
back and forth as they iron. This ¥
net extends up to Northern CaLIif.'::u'niia.|

What are some of the unusual
things
plished?

Betty Gillies, W6QOO, is more than
a ham operator and homemaker. She’s|!
a pilot and a participant in powder|
puff derbies.

Puff Derby emanating
dio to other uses. Before taking a
trip “to South Africa last year she|
communicated with other “hams,” es-|
tablishing contaet and makmg ar-
rangements for her visit. And when
she and her O.M husband arrived in |
South Africa, instead of checking in|

at a hotel they were the house guests|

of various other hams.

The general chairman for the firstjt

YLRL International Convention, Max-{
ine Willis, WEUHA, made all arrangé-||

ments for the conclave via rud‘ﬁ-,'-g‘;}_' 20
the CanolE Sstates

Members from Hawaii,
Zone, from almost every city in the

States, and other points on the globg’ |

most of for the firsts
time were contacted by Maxine, whao?
holds the record for distance commu-®*-

nication.

Coincidentally, Governor Knight is-
sued an executive statement recog-
nizing June 19-26 as Amateur Radio
Week.

The fem “hams” had a great fime
but bet there were a lot of husbands
who were glad when the convention
was over. It was probably the long-
est stretch of baby sitting most of
them have done since they became

them meeting

-

papas. _
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They use their|# =
stations to let wives and loved ones|f =& -

YL members have accom-!L

World traveler Evelyn | SeSsEses
Scott, WENZP, is in charge of all aux-|Es i #SEias
iliary communications for the Powder| & #88

irom ‘Long|s
Beach. WGO6NZP has put her ham ra-|se

Gladys W6DXI, and|Sea
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TRCP':l'CAL SETTING of the Miramar Ha’re[ headquarters for fhe Yﬂung Ladies Radm LEngE

weekend convention, proved iniriguing fo'Mrs. Jeanne H. Collins (middle abovel,

R T

— T

wheo
came from Lake Minchumina, Alaska, and who once was stranded in the snows of Mt. Mc-
Mrs. Collins is shown exchanaing autographs with Mrs. W. A. Letcher [(left) of .
Santa Monica. esicent of thhe organization, and Mrs. Edward Willis of West '1
Los Angeles, conventien chairman. (Outlook Photo.)
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YLRL Convention
As you can see from the accompanying box, plans lfm:
the First International Convention of the Young Ladies
Radio League are progressing rapidly. The program s |
outlined above promises to be a full and interesting one,
Charge for convention tickets, to inelude all of the eventis
listed, will be 810, (OMs will pay §b for banquet ticket.) A
The Log Angelea YL Club will make no profit on the con- 4
vention: all money will be used for the convention,
Members of the L.A. YL Club are opening their homes
to visiting YLs for those who wish to stay in private
! homes. Maxine will goon appoint a Hospitality Chairman
who will handle requests for accommodations in the YLs#'
homes.

Ist International YLRL Convention

Dale: June 24-27, 1955

Place: Miramar Hotel, Santa Monica, Calif,
sponsors: Los Angeles YL Radio Club
Chairman: W6UHA, Maxine Willis

Program

Friday p.m Registration and reception

Sat. noon: Luncheon, business meeting, exhibits, pro
qram

sat. night: YL-OM banquet, installation of officers
program

SUE. p.m.: Family picnic on the beach at Santa Monica
ay

Mon. am.: “Kaffee klatsch,' followed by a mobile
motor tour of Hollywood

For those who wish to stay at the Miramar Hotel (one
of the ebuntry's finest), W6LBO, Mary, says early reser-
: vations lare imperative as the convention comes at the
1 ‘Hhusiest. geason. W6UHA, Maxine, F{HIL‘{‘HHDHinHIIT'I"ﬂ'Iﬂr“r
S suggests those who plan to stay at a hotel and have mno _ :
preference stay at the Miramar for their own convenience
" and through courtesy to the management, which is ex-
| tending the YLRL their hospitality without insisting on
N { any given number of room reservations, |
W6PJU, Mildred, L.A. YL Club president, will be -offi-
2 cial hostess for the convention. Note that all licensed YLs,

-~ | whether or not members of YLRL, are invited to attend

'\ the convention. To date (mid-December) Maxine has had
L | reports from all U. 8. call districts and Hawaii that the
s YLs will be well represented. See you there?
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i YOU CAN TAKE IT WITH YOU—Is demon- ceiver, South Bay women licensed amateur
- 4 strated by Mrs. Walter Joyce, W6KYZ and radio operators will join with Tellow club
Mrs. E. .M. Brandvig, W6LBO, of * Manhattan members of the Young Ladies Radio lLeague at
Beach, pictured here with Mrs. Joyce's port- their first mtt-r:uutitm;r]‘ convention June 24,
- ahble short wave radio {ranemitter and re- 25 and 26 at Hotel Miramar, -Santa Monica.
"~
f Young Ladies Radio Group
. | u
i y | -
; | | Jr
| | 0 Have COH\/GH 1Ol
2 |
i | Throughout the world, more, flection of Short Waves” in 1‘.925,,I
23 Ithan 600 licensed women radio|and who kept the 1925 Byrd Arctic|
ot T expedition in daily touch with]
> operators are looking forward to |

......

M

'‘REAL LIVE HAMS, of the radio variety that is, are Mmes. Mary Kay Stewart, left. and
Joseph Conn. They're tuning in on short wave rig installed in Mrs. Conn's automobiie to
Alisten to plans for international convention of Young Ladies Radio League.

i . . - ] ‘ : - sl inor . y ' 3 ;
going out this week, but in-land are tuned in to E:-.clmngl,imh through next Sunday. A Mrs. Enid Ide Aldwall

. ™ ] | W - . = . " . - - " | ¥
stead of being issued by ma;l,plans fﬁl the ﬁ15} 1nt_t::1 na.1t¥m}+|1 eception fo nut-uf-lu}xn 'WBUXF, of Los Angeles, &
the customary method, it's|@l convention of*their organl-imembers tops the opening|charter member of the YLRL
. _(zation, the Young Ladies Ra-'(qay’s schedule 'will pres gt * Ra.
or ‘ il tion' ;; Yo " : will present her group of Ba-
‘bouncing across the nauon i, j.easue; | 4 )
by radio waves. Convention headquarters| Santa Monican to Preside | Vanian dancers after the ban-

' ! ‘quet, Dinner speaker wi
“The 600 licensed women ra-iwill be the Hotel Miramar in! Mrs. Albert Letcher of San- fﬂlm T I]?E,i;];??;mi]ﬁilﬂ];?

e R — -.-----*-—-".'" : 'i § ) . ¥ v i
N TR T A Monica, whose call lettersiand an amateur radio opera-
! | ;ue WGECEE., the second Cali- tor since 1908

ornian to be national presi- : e .
dent, will preside é:hel also| 13 o lﬂmnmt{a, gt bl
482 2% ' | | il | et a150| lished “Reflections of Short
ey RS I J Will install the newly elected| Waves ” wasin charge of com-
1 RN S0y B Lan . T president, Mrs. Frank Bowlin LA |

e A8 , | WOLOY. of (hi 'l munications for the first Byrd
VA AR , , of Ghicago. Another| Ayetic expedition. He 1s a
ST Need RS TR . | Chicagoan, Mrs. Robert Ma- hhw i Bl .
- L TR _ tuska WOV _ : member of the American Ra-
Far e o R A R | | tuska, WOYBC, is the incom-|4iq Relay League, with which
g R B Ve Lo, : ; Ing vice-president. g e e F I
ROy =y the women's organization is
RSO Members of the league's|affiliated.
LA & e S ) ”“”— In Hawaii have told Mrs.! Mrs. Willis reports that res-

: il

| Los Angeles, convention chair-

- ;ﬁ% ~that  their - delegation
-_ ~arrive with leis for the
% - .uili g : i ’

received from YLRL mem-
bers in Alaska, Canada, the
Canal Zone, Hawaii and many

ol i o .
] B

5 L : : L
o TN e

FRRR 1A

W i
o

. ol 1 ( g, T~ -l
—— I il : 48 & b . p-_L 1*'“'!???"}‘}.3 _1-I' . e L g

————
. e, o = -
' ol t i o i

f Times photo by Ray G Lam
\'THERE'S A KEY TO THEIR HOBBY
i : :
- Air Waves Crackling Out Calls
? P 1 |~ Banquet in Evening '

1 tO Women Ham Opel'atOI'S ar ey ! A luncheon and fashion

. show will be held Saturday|
{ BY ALEENE BARNES |dio amateurs in the I_Tnilediﬁanta Monica, with ser-:sinnsﬂ“?{’1{1”‘:’{1r“ﬁ":”ﬁ *'1‘_}‘-"“1"‘11”’.1 for
" There's a convention call States have their head sets on|opening Friday and [‘ﬂﬂ[iﬂl]-l iellsfuﬁlll;i‘llli;r[t}':‘t 11””"']*1’i:'1‘-=

| Edward Willis, WGUHA, of|ervations already have been!

parts of the United States.

| ; _ : civilization through amateur radio, |
the firs. international convention|ic a member of the American
of their organization, the Young|Radio Relay League, with Wh!uh[
Ladies Radio League. Discussion|{the women’'s organization 15 af-|
of the convention plans 1s now|filiated,
underwiy Thmfz_r:i‘.:‘luf t]lj.‘ USA on| On Sunday, a coastline bus tour|
e 1 i re oot 1w ) g : IFR YD 1
r;ﬂj v E:itm};}x.mnu;wmtx.du will be enjoyed by the out-of-
Convention headquarters is|town guests, and on Monday, a
[otel Miramar, Santa Monica,|/tour of C€CBS-TV will be person-
where the event will take place ally conducted by a club member,
June 24, 25 and 26. television aciress Lenore Conn,
Beginning with a reception for| WENAZ, : - |
natiopal radio magazine columnist,| Due to the great distances many
Loulsa Sando, WHRZJ of New | of the members must travel to the
|Mexico, in the hottl suile on Fri- convention, there will be some!
;da}r _afte:'nm'nln. the convention will |countries not represented, but the
continue with business meeting | western hemisphere will be well
and installation of officers from|represented with members from
various- sections of the U.S. on|Alaska, Canada, all corners of thel
{Saturday morning. Leis from the USA, the Canal Zone and Hawaii, |
iclub members in Hawaii will be|present. .
| £ | r ol . ; j
\presented to the new officers. | 1The organization of women who
A luncheon and fashion show|find themselves in an interesting
will be held Saturday afternoon,/hobby which is largely populated
and a banquet for the members /by the male of the species, began/
and thei¥ husbands will be held|in 1939 with 11 members and now!
Saturdzy evening, nas a membership of over 600!
dJonn-i.. Reinartz, inventor and|{women from -ihe United Srates,
amateur radio operator since 1908,|/Canada, Alaska, Hawaii, the Canal
will speak at the banquet. Rein-|Zone, England, France; Italy,'

artz, who published the first and|Africa, Belgium, Netherldnds p
\still valid exposition on the “Re- Ausiralia and New Zealand. 1} 4
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lICENSED RADIO HAM—ThuH Mrs John Hnrman member uf Ynung lﬂdlﬂ'ﬁ Rndm lec:gue and
' avid radio operator. With daughter, Linda, 8, standing by to learn, Mrs, Harmon  practices dur-

~ing day. Popularity of amateur radio operation Is growing among women loday, despite tech-
nical knnwledge requared IF ‘3 photo)
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_, \/\/ornen Radio Operators
TQ HOLD RADIO CONVENTION—Mrs. W. A Le*cher Jr. |
ﬁ; of 1214 Franklin Ave., Santa Monica, waves goodbye as she | P ove TO Be A\/|d Ha mS

boards a plane which took her to San Francisco last week 1o
. |speak to an anniversary dinner of the Young Ladies Radio
" | Club. The Young Ladies Radio League is having its first inter- ! A
4 . . . . . I."l' 3 - . 3 ' aln) NS [ LI N1
R e BRI I S SO R (S A | | of who gets at the radio equip- | cominon means of commun
. : } ; ment Iual—--‘klt or Mrs, Har- | tions.
Monica. Mrs. Letcher is president of the club. | : mon. | Mrs. Barker of Puentel is the
' That's because they're both | state control station for the

|
| In the John B. Harmon home interfere with the sow of
JI 919 Olive St., it's a question | comme 11;_1;11 powerl |.;1 nore

T Sy =

i - E - - 1? . . }h g { { : j : |
W R d Yooy th?. Fﬂn ""7““’” wnh. s : :Hu*u--f'd ham operators and any- | American Legion 2 meter net
Ol | Ien a IO Edward Willis acting as chairman, body who's met a ham knows | work, which provides ) practi

and Mrs. Earl Griffin, president, thal there’s bound to be a prob-| cally 24-hour service to the

lem of who gets access to the | community. Many messages re-

Opera+o 55 o ol g hostess, equipment ived are from rseas
Fedg z X WP HLIETIL, ceivea are 'OIM  overseas ser
Beginning in 1339 with 11 mem | | Mrs. Harmon, along with|vicemen to their families

: , bers, the League now has a mems- . Mrs. Raymond George and Mrs.; The women hams are plan-
O Ssel II e bership of more than 600 women : f:}nim R. Hauck, Pomona; Mrs.! ning the organization's [irst
| | from the United States, including | {George Dynes, Claremont; and |international convention at the

; > ' Mrs, Baron Barker, Puente; are | Hotel Mirgmar, Santa Menica
Amateurs ‘ﬂVitEd TO Alaska, Hawall ﬂand the ~ Canal | qw"u mbers of the Young LuLiH‘- June 24 and 25.

A . Zone; Canada, England, France, tadio League, an international The league started with 11
:ﬂ'end COHVEF‘IUOH Italy, Africa, Belgium, Nether- = organization for women radio members in the 1930's and now

. g : ' AITATEUrsS, has a membership in 16 U -
SNy : a and New Zealand. | the United
An invitation to all licensed Ia__nds' 1_@.1.‘1_'.:‘._1:1‘&.11. 3 | Altho there are thousands of  States, Canada, Alaska. Hawaii
pmen radio ¢mateurs fto attend RELl’ iy | | INen iujrnﬁ who are licensed tol|the Canal Zone E ngland
e first international convention of{ . L% Rl ' transmil and receive messages | France, Italy, Africa, Eelgium.

: 3 ol A N ' \,IH i;lp Hilﬂll wave hdl”ll"\ jTI"; :\—I”'Tl-il‘”” :.'T-”i‘-. "l‘\.l""" a2 |1 =Lals -
LA TN | : . . landas, Ausiralla ana New

Eil 8 Young Ladies Radio League’- S et el eiis et | {3 Um_muul o find manv women/! Zealand

Slis being extended by the interna- W. t_ e A at it due to the technical know:| |

,.:"'... president. Mrs., W. A. Let- ledee required. But those wo-

o S Py .: men who are radio operators

" Icher Jr., 1214 Franklin Ave., . ‘. are confirmed hams and

" [Monica. The conclave will be held' = wouldn't give it up for the
i Wune 24, 25 and 26 at the Miramar world.

A otel. | | Equipment of these amateur
% M etcher. ‘who is known on' SuE radlo operators is available to

-;’ mr waves by her call letters, = @ local Civil Defense organiza-
W6CEE, flew to San Francisco re- = = .| tons. The portable transmitters
cently to be a guest at the anni-| =8 _ and IE‘L‘{‘H.E‘_I.h in many of their
{_' versary dinner of the San Fran-| = | , cars would be of invalvable

" Jcisco Young Ladies Radio Club,| = = assistance {o the communities
where she represented the Los An-| % 4 | _ lf. Eaae_uf disaster which might
zeles Young Ladies Radio Club, = | i

‘land extended the invitation to the; |

Nnrthern group to attend the con- ; v

'J vention. | (el

!l‘he Los Angeles group 18 spon-- .
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CALLING ALL WOME

Throughout the world, over 600
411{301]50(1 women radio amateurs
are looking forward to the first in-
ternational convention of their or-
ganization, the Young Ladies Ra-
dio League. Discussion of the con-
vention plans is now underway on

~ Jthe networks of women short wave

radio operators throughout the

U.S.A.

In the San Bernardino area are
several members including Mrs.
Leo Bennett, K6HVC, 454 ZIm

Court, Rialto and Mrs. LeRoy
Harris, K6HMP, 225 East F 'St.,
Colton, both licensed operators of
amateur radio statinns under, the

i o -

fwill continue with a business meet-

jCers.

{will be held Saturday afternoon,

N HAMS—Is Mrs. Margery Bennett, KEHVC nf Rialto, who

~ is taking part in the discussion of the first convention of her organization, the Young Ladies
.~ |Radio League, to be held in Santa Monica June 24, 25 and 26. Mrs. Bennett shares her inter-|
~ |esting hobby with her husband, Leo, whose station call letters are KN6GKM.,

IGIRL 'HAMS' FORM OWN LEAGUE,
IPLAN SANTA MONICA CONVENTION

sion of Washington,

Convention hE’.’ﬂdQUle‘lh i1s Io-|
tel Miramar, Santa Monica, where
the event will take place June 24,
2> and 26.

Mrs. Harris points out that the
YLRL began in 1939 with 11 mem-
bers, and now has over 600 wom-
en radio amateurs from the United
States, Canada, Alaska, Hawaili,
the Canal Zone, England, France,
Italy, Africa, Belgium, The Nethm-
lands, Australia and New Zealand
on 1its roles.

Due to the great distances of!
travel involved for overseas mem- |2
bers, all these countries will not
be represented, but reservations
have begen received from Alaska, |

and all corners of the U.S.A.

the hotel suite for national radio
|magazine columnist, Louisa
|Sanda, WORZJ, of New Mexice on

Friday afternoon, the convention!

ing and installation of officers
from various sections of the U.S.
on Saturday morning. Leis from
the club members in Hawali will
be presented to the incoming offi-

A luncheon and fashion show

angd their husbands will be held

Canada, Hawaii, the Canal Zone, |

y _ ol LN 5 s 1 .
4 daas sSR! @b"" ‘ﬂ"’*’fﬁ*’ﬁ?‘r -'
,?I-..--:'i 2 i

John L. Reinartz, inventor and
amateur radio operator since 1908,

'will speak at the banquet. Rein

artz, who published the first and

still valid exposition on the ‘“‘Re

flection of Short Waves' in 1925,
and who Kkept the 1925 Byrd Arc

tic expedition in daily touch with

civilization through amateur ra-
‘dio, 1s 4 member of the American
Radio Relay League, with which
thn woman's organization i1s al-
filiated,.

On Sunday, a coastline bus “oui
will be enjoyed by the out-of-town |
ouests, and on Monday, a tour of
\CBS-TV will be personally c¢on-
Mucted by television actress 'wd
league, member, Leoonore ~onn, |

'WENAZ,

Beginning with a reception in

Saturday evening, _ﬁ ol
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. g adies Radio League con ' i g s ' v
in th g vention which begins tomor |
thﬂ'd:taut:s;ﬂ;:jm::]lHiFt?L Ha"f"ﬁ report that some of the girls are coming “muhi?{:" {wuhmsr:::i;:t?n |
;iith Bec e f :n;ngwtillmz:fn tirnet:luﬂﬂ the road. Ham operators across the nation cooperate
Do £ ense rovi - .

tornadoes in the south central states. pEoxide aluablo Assistant. inaueh-disastors as the recent
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Tomorrow evening will be an
{ exciting milestone for local mem-
| bers of the Young Ladies Radio
| League, amateur radio operators.
| The international group will hold
R i tl}l#ir first convention at the Mira-
S mar Hotel.

2 Throughout the world, more
than 600 licensed ‘“‘lady hams”
have been “QSO-ing” (ham lan-
guage for talking) about the big
night. It will provide the first
personal contact for women who
have conversed over thousands of
miles for many years.

Brentwood and other Bay Area
members will meet the girls be-
!l hind the voices and call letters
j? that have become familiar through
il the years. KL7RN, from Lake
1l Minchimina, Alaska; will greet
88l her friends, KHOAFN of Hono-

{1 lulu, T.H. and WOMILKP of

{1 Brentwood. :

||

C

‘Lady Hams’ Convention

- |At Miramar Tomorrow

—

Stateside members with “‘mo!
ries” will drive in to the conver-
tion while keeping contact for tips
on the best routes and watering
holes along the way. These mobile

=

members have overcome some Ol

—

the problems of suburban living
with husband-wife teams checkinz
up on the ice-box situation on the

way home from the cty.

The YLRL, distaff side of 4
vast network of hamioperators
often build their own ‘gear’ afd
have to pass the same t{m;zh qnalL-
fication examinations as their male
counterparts. Every ham 1n this
country is licensed by the Federal
Communications Commission and
subject to strict regulations.

There are four sides to amateur
operations. In addition to emerg=
ency communication and service in
time of disaster, radio is a great
source of enjoyment to the ham.
They cast their “DX" (Distance)
nets far and wide around the
world *just for fun.”

Most ot the

tion in techniques.
radio

important developments in
come from hams.

Hams are doing a job, too, in
developing better international un=
derstanding. They take every  Op=

_ portunity to create {riendship/
AT around the world as they disguss
A daily routine of living with other

SRR hams. i
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YOU CAN TAKE wﬁ (WM |
BT Lot of the leuleLadeul'{::i{:.L:;:E: LeLchhir quSaIﬁa Monica, left, international
d : v an rs. 1
strate a portable transmitter and receiver as they plan ’rh:rfir::’ra'::E::rl:;iiir::lftzzf;nffamno:;
o

the organization of licensed wo :
: men radio amateurs. T ‘ :
T;ELEE ;+ the: Miramat>Elotel 2Soma* 600 maml:e:-s wI;IT Ennvenhun w%ll be held June 24
(8508 BarnobaiPhotail e represented at the conclave.
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{These Capital Housewives

HaveSOmethingTOChirpAbout '

|cided the only way

|nine sidekicks

e

e
——

L]

-

conversation.

e

lingo.

{Tréidié ham operators, and the

wives of licensed operators.

This group of housewives is
known as the Camellia Capital
Chirps, a newly formed club
of radio XYLs, or wives of li-
censed hams. And you would
have to search far to find a
more talkative bunch, for their
over the fence radio conversa-

" tions have been heard as far
away as Siam, Guam, Norway,

Spain and even Russia,
~ Self Protection _

“I guess you might say we
formed this club for self pro-
tection,” laughed Mrs. Robert
W. ' Gluck, president. “For
years we were the victims of
isolation. Our husbands would
come home from work and pro-
ceed to spend their entire eve-
nings by their sets. We de-
to win

them back again was to fight

' th fire.
fu‘?ﬁfrg took our Federal Com-

munications Commission fests
and became licensed operators.

|Now our husbands have to|

fight to get to the sets. But
they don't complain, for they
are pleased to see their femi-

avid interest in

Shacks, monkeys, rag chew-
ers, chirps and hams sounds
like a. confusing combination
of words to the average per- |
son but to a group of nine
housewives it's just everyday

Do not mistake them for
- members of a zoological so,
ciety, for they are all licensed

|;III

e gach an
tﬁ? 10bbies.
: '_"_"-‘: N 1-.: L TV n\r

:
;

1
1

|

|

| rag
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i Mrs. Robert W. Gluck, president of the Camellia ||
Capital Chirps, tunes in a station while Mrs. John J. |
O'Brien, left, logs the time of her ham radio

Bee Photo |

“We hope that through theé|t
formation of this club we can
intetest more wives uf;;
licersed operators to take up

LT A

Kb ENK -Wandn
WoHTS-m ldred

the hobby and gain a better
understanding of why their

hushands are such enthusias-

tic devotees. On all our sta-!f

tion cards we are _gning to
tell as many foreign
stateside operators about Sac-

ramento the Camellia Capitaﬂ'

as we can, We're also looking |
for single women operators
for our group.”’ X |

In betweeen household
chores these wives are usu-
ally found in their shacks, or
radio rooms, sending out radio
signals on their monkeys, or
automatic code key transmit-
ters, and getting in as much

rag chewing as they can in a|

day. _ _
“You only gain the title of
chewer after you have
talked continuously for one
half hour with another ham,”
Mrs. Gluck explained. “The

most common name WE’I:E*

given by male operators Is
chirps, which in radio lingo
means a bad signal. But with
many of us now outdoing our
brother operators in transmit-

|ting, we are losing that title
| fast.”

Foreign Contacts

The nine women have
reached more than 150 for-
eign countries with their ra-
dios and have hundreds of
cards from operators all over
the world to prove their con-
tacts. The foreign language

ier presents no problem
g%giﬁep of the international
transmitting code that 'ﬁifnl-

llowed by all hams, The wives'

0 m p "jectfis. exchanging
~ l|recipes with foreign opera-
ik, | Lalhass el

and °

""""

“We all stick to simple

recipes that will get us out
of the kitchen faster and into

our shacks,” said Mrs. Gluck.

Once a week the women
have an Ironing Board Net
which is a round table affair
of 10 or more stations that
are transmitting in succes-
sion.

This summer the Camellia
Chirps have planned several
field outings with their mo-
bile car units, setting up
their stations on mountain-
sides. They
own hide and seek
planned where one ham
the part of a rabbit and }

with her transmitter unfil -

cated by the rest.—By

KbENVK -\Wand 1
L LOKR -(Lergy F

ramento .as the center
| camellias.

even have j.haitl

; i
f

.

CAMELLIA CAPITAL CHIRPS—E. A.
Combatalade receives a Chirptificate

from left to right, Mmes,
Robert Gluck and Robert Metke, of the

Eric Grafe,

Camellia Capital Chirps. These Chirp-

Camellia Capital Chirps

tificates are being sent to ham radio
operators throughout the world to ac-
quaint them with the fact that Sacra- .
mento is the Camellia Capital.

Bee Photo

Distribute Certificales

Hundreds of Chirptificates
are being distributed this
month by members of the

Camellia Capital Chirps,
Young Ladies Radio Club,
publicizing Sacramento as
the Camellia Capital.

These colorful green and
rose certificates, which the
group has penned Chirptifi-
cates, are adorned with three
camellias and promote Sac-
of

Each ham operator that is
contacted by the club mem-
bers is sent a Chirptificate to
pin on wall of his radio
room. Thus far the members
have contacted fellow hams
in all 48 states, three United
States possessions, three
provinces of Canada, and
several foreign countriés, in-
cluding Russia, Austria,
Burma, Italy, Germany, Ja-
pan, Latvia and Peru.

The club, which has a
membership of 22 women
ham operators, participated
the anniversary party con-
st month which was
sared * by the Young

Ladies Radio League.

The contest was a test of
operating -skill -in  which
women operators were al-
lotted a maximum of 72
hours during two weekends
in November to contact as
many other women amateur
radio operators.as possible.

Mrs. Francie Huey of Sac-
ramento made the largest
individual score by chatting
with 78 different ham friends
using a microphone. Mrs.
Robert Gluck of Fair Oaks,
president of the Camellia
Capital Chirps, made the
largest individual score us-
ing Morse code.

Last week the club mem-
bers presented E. A. Com-
batalade with an official
Chirptificate, for his part in
helping to publicize Sacra-
mento as the Camellia Capi-
tal,

Members also are engaged
in handling messages for
civil defense as well as re-
laying sightings of the Rus-
sian satellites. Mrs. J. J.
O'Brien has handled mes-

sages from as far away as

Little America at Antarctica
Mrs. Iva Kirtley, anothe

club member, is participa
ing in the International Ge
physical Year research pro
ect. She sends reporis |
unusual distances achievel
with her set, particularly o
the ‘'very high and ultra hig
{requencies.
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This is to certify that ' has been

deemed an official ”Chirp-Catcher” and has completed
©S5@'s with, and received QSL cards from

six members of the

e sviellic Capital Chirps”

YL Radio Club since July 26, 1957.

Chirp-tificate Chairman

President




o A field day in every sense of the word was held by a group
o of Sacramento women radio ham operators, the Camellia Capital S7 il |
| Chirps, last Saturday atop a hill at Folsom Lake. This |
. snovernight outing marked the first time a women’s group in this ;

area has participated in the annual nationwide ham operators

field day exercise to test the effectiveness of amateur radio

. . @ ; . : .
communications in the event of national or local emergencies. Besides

L ]

period, these housewives made a family affair of the outing by pitching
tents, holding a big barbecue and playing softball with their chiidren.

i

Cnme.llun ( oPiTal Clo IJR'?S

manning their radio stations for a continual 48 hour testing

Robert W. Gluck strings a large aerial in a tree w hil
. . e his wife checks her r
T'wo portable stations were operated by the group'on a high hill uvalook:n: ?ﬂ tnsmlt

-
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4 “% _ A highlight of the day was the family barbecue. Mrs. Francis Huey serves
R (B ~ e E R as il N I R S P S o heaping plates of picnic food to her family, left to right, Michael, Tommy,
| W G B EwW

N P
v :

22t
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SRS o S At W RO N O TR s ~and ni of camping were enjoyed by the families of ham operators
O'Brien, right, helps Linda Gluck unfol P

¥ ) it | Mrs. J.
e | . | : . 1 a sleeping bag as Judi Grafe, center. gets out the eoo
5. Raymond Falconer logs the amateur ham stations throughout the valley area which are being reached Ing utensils. i Bee Photos by Harry Wood
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Dy Mrs. Eric Grafe as she operates the transmitter. -
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MRS. ENID ALDWELL was graduﬂtpd last week from UCLA, 30 years after she was
graduated from high school. Among her many hobbies, Mrs. Aldwell plays organ. “sgls &3
_ Times photo by Wayne F. Kelly 5

s o RN SN
_._'-'“:-."f "::"':"%: "*!E:Nni'w.-.:.::..'h.f 1-' " <l =' G e AL
o ﬁ'.r ’ ' -_ L i- e :.. '.

\'\'.] '\\ l\(; is one of many hnbhmq uf Urs Enid Ald-
well, UCLA graduate, who designs, fashions clothes.

Times Staff Writq B

Last week Enid (Mrs.

William B.) Aldwell
graduated with hﬂ

from UCLA’'s College of
Letters and Sciences. Thir-
ty years ago she was
graduated from high school.

A graduation gift from
her husband, who has aid-
ed and abetted her ambi-
tions, was a trip to Ger-
many. Arriving there this
week, she will lJaunch a re-
search project in the Ger-
man language, her univer-
sity major.

Mrs. Aldwell Will

Work for Her Doctorate

Mrs. Aldwell has been
elected to Phi Beta Kappa
and will continue education
toward her doctorate.

A hobbyist at heart, Mrs.
Aldwell plays the organ,
weaves woolens and cot-
tons and fashions her own
clothes as well as house—
hold decor.

She is a ham operator
(W6UXE) with her hus-
hand (W6ZD) and both
have a
folk dancing.
are leaders
of folk dancers — German,
Austrian and Alpine danc-
ers.

Four years ago Mrs. Ald-
well decided she was not
getting out of life what she
wanted, so she quit her full-
time office job and started
back to school. She is fas-
cinated with her study, she
said in an interview, and
looks forward to four or five
more vyears of woslg

Mr. Aldwell is Assistant
cashier and loan ‘afficer for
[Union Bank.

deep interest in '
In faet, they .
5 of a closed group

: !- A J._‘ - ’
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i The members of Elsa Wheel-| &=
jer's club meet every Friday| &
Hmorning at 9:30 but some of[ g
them will be seeing each other| gy 3
({for the first time at a conven-| i}
Ition in Pasadena this weekend. | 558 s,
| Elsa Wheeler, Temple City |Sa

housewife, is president of the| & o R
largest (80-member) woman'’s|{ ¢ EORRATIY. o AT

‘ham” organization in the
orld, otherwise known as the
Angeles Young Ladies Ra-

“direction of the ladies activi-|ESs b & el A R N
ities at the forthcoming con-| i e W v S
‘'vention of the Southwest Divi-| & R e s T :
”smn of the American Radio
Relay League at the Hunting-|#
'\ton-Sheraton Hote] Friday|
;Jthmugh Sunday when somej
13000 amateur radio operators
are expected to swarm Into
|Pasadena. v F o o |

“To most of our member-|EEEE B Ml o SREE T
ship I'm a voice on their ro-| =% P SUSERESRE oy &
ceiver known as Elsa-W6JZA,” | B S Sos i
Elsa explained. “Of course,|§SEs s as e )
lafter we've talked for awhile, |*“SSSSEEas
Ithey also know I'm Mrs. How-
fard Wheeler and a grand-
mother.

“Most of us know each other
by our first names and call
letters. The new president,| g
who will take office after our | , -
svmmer adjournment, S| 25
‘Midge - K6BUS, or Mrs, Wil- | S
‘liam Rommel, of Plava Del | @&=%

ERey, while the rest of the 1959. > d
60 slate includes Billie-K6ANG,
Mrs, Ralph Blakesley, Fuller- ; AR 2

Iton, vices president; Maxine-| B8 3
WABAOE, Mrs. William Han-|gé ware g

erry, Pasadena, correspond- R
fing secretary; Virginia- Elsa-W6JZA Wheeler, president of Lady “hams,”
K6MQS, Mrs. Robert Sherrill, prepares to talk to ships at sea.

San Gabriel, recording secre-

,. and Anita-K60AI, M |
"Mmauor Cilbert Barbank! tre;ssa- in Morse code at Pasadenal/he was away at college,” Elsa-

City College. After that, the W6JZA added. “It was about
rest followed in mnatural se-|/this time I decided I had bet-
Becoming a radio ham for [quence and I spend more iImE ter concede.”

most of the membership was |at it now than iny husband.” 1 .
She has been a licensed

;I mﬂ‘gﬁr lﬁf ﬁ‘l’]f defense, Her hwusband. Hoddy- operator now since 1952 and
I'S. eeler said W6GRW, took it up after their| outside of the club n1eeting£

“For some it was even as|SOn became an enthusiast. " every Friday, most enjove

|s¢rious as saving a marriage,”| “Howard convinced his fa-| her maritime contacts, and
'she said. “Personally, I fought|ther it would be easier for| considers the tapialn and
1it for years before I finally[them to keep in touch by ra-

'decided to enroll in a courseidio than to write letters while' “HAMS": 'l‘urp to Page 25

urer.
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DINNER PREPARATIONS are speeded up as
Ralph Blakesley, 409 W. Brookdale. transmiis mes-

sage Lo his wi ' i , : :
cuiversjlzaﬂm thdat,hejs on way home T“,“ ““E.“ Young Ladies Radio Club, licensed women radio
Iing day by means of framsmitter in amateurs, (News Tribune Photo)

Pa K /(’a/fﬁ Sess ﬁ’bm-'-'B:LLte '’

car, recelver in home. Mrs. Blakeslevy. known as
Billie, K6ANG, is vice president of Los Angeles

5

‘ Daleros - K63 PY  Kemic -

RING REMINDS Mr. and Mrs. €, D, Gustaf
son. 536 Peach Ave., Brea, of first purchase they
made after 1940 wedding—radioreceiver—although
neither had operator’s license at that time. He
obtained his in 1954, she In 1950.
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‘ .I ‘-‘I | | ; N R sl B  ad i i S, R T R g oy + _ : e s ; H""f
; 1* % :MAT{EI{F RADIO -GALS ~— Local and out-of-town mem- California; Mrs. Melvin Rogers, K557N, of Carlsbad: Mrs. Ef‘
7 23 by g ST \ EFS{D +hﬂung _Ladles Radio L_Eague s'rmwn_here practic- Dave Miller, KS5GYZ. of Roswell, and Mrs. Baron Barker. . 11"}
SR . ing for the n.ahﬂnai Y'LRL national convention which be- | WOZGX, of La Puente, California. Not shown i< Mrs. Al i)
v f«.a! ‘h. tL_:]lns .éune 17 in Ca‘mbrldge. Hdi{-. are (left to right) Mrs. Hargett, KSDAB, of Carlsbad. The group entertained with JEE
HALEIVE 1 Lee, affman_, nah::nal president, W6DXI, of Glendale . @ picnic Tuesday night at the beach. (Staff Photo) !fi
- N ‘:-r:f:;r :hf;lr;_.-‘:;.;l._ e ST . 5 .y i,’.ﬂr\i‘ih
Three out-of-town members of Young Ladies Radio League slopped ! R
; 5 | over briefly in Carlsbad this week ennﬁlte fo the national YLRL con- \/\\/C)m e STOp 'ﬂ C d r‘S ID@ d
_, .*;_.‘ ' vention which begins June 17 in (Jambride, Mass, | |
RSN A T . A ™ Women were Mrs Lee Eastman, | E 1 1. \ Lr PR !
PRLIRES LT T | | .\ | of Glendale, California; Mrs. Dave | | Nrou e O [ ‘< L. (-’ onv 14 -h O I }
(7 AT R R R T < A _ W] { Miller of Roswell, and Mrs. Baron ;
| K- | Barker of La Puenta, California. |
m: The visitors were entertained | | |
with a picnic at the beach during
B " | their stay here. ‘
- 3 s| This organization, which has | UN& - /?éo - oW WRAY To Am le d{‘ €.
| _ | thousands of members=ull ovt e
k the world, use their knowledge for ¢ /
(it a hobby as well as for public as. % ' D . |
; Y | | sistance. They participate in Civil | R .Wb - I CJ - T - 6 J]
© | Defense, disasters, and their spec- ! *-.',_-"Ig*": g x, ﬂ vs’ KJ‘ N : e S Sty
Ao, :: B | ialty is helping servicemen over. ' 1 | K Lj L ]’ w ﬂ H,
J: | 0 iseas falk to their families in DL HRIG L | 5 1‘ “ vl i 6 ba x- mgye '
e AR : 7; America, One operator in Penngyl : |
K b Y _ H; vania helps several thousand sery- s i) .. P ' y l
| " icemen cach month contact their MI' RES ,\ L", ?w
R . families. g ! :
s ¥ Enroute to the convention the ’i-.f,i
Dpeerd VRIS women talk daily (o their families %r* L
Rt 2 I":' using the transmitters and receiv-
”,J Hes I *-a-"'-"«-; ers_in their cars. |
s S s Members at various relay sta-
e S fep 20 o | tions across the country keep the
i 1_:,«? ;E-:’T:";" 9 | |\ world posted on the Powder Puff
Beds ~ 1,5; - | Derby each July, The derby is a
AR -._:,%i;'-_:f& S _ |group of women flyers who make | .
L% '.;‘_«_-;._i R | this annual cross-country flight. ek _ |
A B The YLRL. calt letters -are a5 rgwmmmrs s
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| signed to the women by the Fed- | g . = . oo RTINS (13
00 Bl A . The sign-off signal is 33" mean- (34 |
|¢ral Communication LomMISSION. | ing “Love Sealed With Friendship ol e b FLBRUIR
Between One YLRL and Another.” "5 e A DR b,

-

ie, men'’s orgar ization is called

Old Man's Amate r Club. g

i o
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EVEN BUSY radio operators such ton Radio Club, currently working on

= e R —— e

as Dr. Robert G. Hampton and Joel civil defense project. Dr. Hampton's
Heise take moment to relax with cup interest in radio work also dates back
| of coffee, served by Joel’s sister, Ann, to teenage days.
. a Fullerton Union High School sopho- | |
' ' more. Joel, 17, is member of Fuller- 2B *
SR , . |

B0 GRANDFATHER CLOCK dating
. | back to 1929 housed early model ra-
+ dio which George Beard, 232 W

| Brookdale, adjusts for better tone.

_'i Equipment which fills room 1S com-
A l bination of ear

i el o ) Ll -
ll-..“"r | L 1 "‘ﬁ—r

- e -
BN T

P AT x

achievements. Mr. Beard is organizer
and a board member of Fullerton
Radio Club which was Incorporated
in 1950. He is also originator of code
and theory classes held each week in
Amerige Park. (News Tribune Photo)




| Mu’rual Enthusiasm o 4
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: - AKE it from Mrs. Toddy Nye (W7LCS), Seattle, Wash., = | i
FaRL. » & » ' b
&; i you can’t be married to an amateur radio operator without _ 3

getting interested in radio, yourself. Mrs. Nye found that W i
out when she married Bill Nye (W7IYV), of I.LA.M. Lodge 761, Seattle, o | |
and caught his enthusiasm for his hobby. fei 8y |
g Nye had an eight-year start on his wife, but when she decided to take =
¥ up radm herself, she learned fast, and now this husband-and-wife team | SR A
are the live wires of the West Seattle Amateur Radio Club. Here is == | | ' o
how Mrs. Nye tells their story: of - gy g
£73 “Bill became interested in ham radio while in grade school when he __
£ ol heard some. amateurs on a crystal set he built. His first license was $'84.
2 ot WQGPI issued in 1931. When I met him in 1939 I had never heard of _ B b ke % ks
LA, an amateur radio operator, but he got me started on the code. I went = = Cleo Marie Hood, 13, has become the youngest Arizona woman |
‘ to radio school at the YMCA and received a second class commercial ~ to qualify for an amateur radio operator's license. She received her
¥ . license ﬁrst then took the exam for my amateur license in 1947. fraining through tilie Hilrnr'lll rah al ‘nnphilln-ﬂlt*l' high school;
TR “When Bﬂl made a trip to South America several years ago, he gy -
03 | made it a point to visit amateurs while there so he could contact = =0 [{ﬁ 2 I E Y
Lots | Seattle, and I got to talk to him by radio phone on five different 4 In LI‘ il l”( elll 5 Ol“lgBSt
3% occasions for over an hour.

" “We both have advanced class licenses and most of our operating 1s | G}' ,..‘f fﬂ’) I?Fi'nt i{ (i {HO LiCGnSG

L
P

code. My best distance is Auckland, New Zealand, with about 25 watts.

“Bill is an experlmental ham and is interested in the ultra high fre- N R /ol T ‘
|quenc1es. He is now working on a 420 megacycle pulse-modulated rad:o Py 1€0 1 852900, ],_1 I-}.:.x | and .hjrw, qr.’m:rﬂ {_lnml, i011
control system. His other hobby is writing and he has had articles pub- ek "'_[]--_ B S N : PREG L woman in Arizona ever
,...h.:.__jhahed in the Turf and Sport Digcst. Cleo is 13 and an eighth grader at Amphitheater juniorshigh

oL | e some other ILA.M, members who are hams: B O R o £ ks AT Ko a8 13 5 8 SniIE AR ARt k
i ?:hr:lhg Weaver, Lodge 1064, Athens, Pa.,, WiCDJ e by ““ Rty 'T. u ‘a ord 0f Gladden Illlott, assistant gdirector
ALES John Pendell, Lodge 1413, Portland, Maine, WIDNA - - SLe - : f tl
" Lee D. Johnson, Lodge 1413, Portland, Maine, W1QIQ American Radio kel ague, that themm took examinations.fat the
Steve White, Lodge 1413, Portland, Maine, WIRSX she is th uneest of her sex tols L thria AR Taris Db i l
. Edward \"llent:, Ludn 1413 Pnrt.hni Mnlnt (now in army) WISMR | A il eag o/ ! I' SE. D Sdn Ine last Jan. 22, the I'esulls)
" 1 Stanley Plotrowski, Lodge 1976, Falls Church, Va., W4UXU win such 4a license. were announced  this *week.

% " The Hobby Corner will be glad to publish the call letters of any Her permit 1s a class B amateur| Papa Hood didn’t make itk
X license; her cal] letters are W7PEF.} - e W
.. | I.AM. members. Send them to: Hobby Editor, 206 Machinists Bldg., B “ham " Jahtarratshe 18 knowd r

Hj!l__.ll'lill.gl’tol:lﬁ 1, D. C. as a YL—that stands for young]

ladv. Married women are known

| L) '
| B8 ' | *’-{ | | ags XYLs. 4 i3
::r quc.S_ D Jléu H‘I:r- E_u.m_q a Hammerland 4-20 W7FEF' ﬂl&to :

l. £ \ transmitter and an S20R receiver B 1 S e
A ;‘..EF-]{ WSS operating, on a 10 meter phone /?\5/ o Aty
, ; iband

f“‘i 80 and 40 meter code

L

gy = nil— T T (e o .

W - 5l ' !;_ 'bancis.”

3 R ° zot off to an early start: Her . She I‘Ecein_ui her training in code
, S | Glrl 10 Hos father, Ray Westcﬂtltf has been a . and radio theory in the r]iill}xx‘:llT.
. = I ][ham nperatur himself for~ a num | s : club at Amphitheater high school.]

Tss NN P ber uf yea o g R S— ARG AEBIUEE  ady ir-.{ n i_~: 10 nm & it
icense [ F i e R ¢ amme o |imeets daile aricr oo hours
I | . r:" ". .- _:-:il"_. -. S ,- . ~ HH_H ; s . -':_.-.."- " '\. In its n,“ I 'I} er "'ﬂ}! ]]} are 1 1 h{‘n‘
% | i o %o :‘. .' ‘ ; e .'F.".' b ey e . 0L,V E e, "--"'.-'-.'..-I' S f.l.-' a o
:-. | | ‘ Ls Re u I H a l I . I'" s .I : -.L: 3 4 2 o o A l:: '- . Ir I.Ih o If

iland €leo.  She is the first gipl and
seventh member of the organiza- -
SRRy & Itlnn 0O Win a license since the club
bty ? ONTARIO, Ore. (AP)_JusH . jarganized two and a half years ago.|
about the youngest voice in some§ 4" And here is the joker: Cleo got]
s BPAD ! 90,000 going out over the alrr l‘jme‘ €Stéd” in radio because 1“'"'
BT, ' from amateur radio stations in/§ lﬁfather Wes Interested. Both of
R ' this country comes from thls “ [ WA e & gy, i T
| eastern Oregon city. VR et TR e . . T o |
B D i _ When WN7TPWY is calling, the s L O e 3% R . |
ST I v voice is that of Cheri Ann West- Sl fo oW, d oo ' VL S S SRR T .
A cott, who was 10 years old last (00 S ity RPN SRl e T
T She is licensed, just like allfe E':' gl T S S R R
“ "'.; | *he other “ham'” operators. That$ Aoy Ty - et TP e e =
| national Morse code, in radm
. | theory and in communications JSg#
s =l law, “and then the Federal Com-gi il
gL o munications Commission maﬂed
~ |'the license to her. % P SR R s “i e |
h;:enso was with 8 16-year-oldf Gt v ‘ N LA Y, ¥ A
boy in Wyo.—WNT’IVI. R e
‘“‘efi N DI AR Ghari, Arini: Ulestestt, ‘10, Is licersed

~'rmuu
, operate hgr own ar ueur radio stutmn. N

tn

B S aseia
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U N | N G I N — Mrs. Lou Liddiard Is seated here at her shortwave amateur radio station.
At her left, the section of the set shown behind her microphone, is the transmitter. The center
The section at the right is the station receiver. The Lewiston-Clarkston
valley area's 14 licensed amateur operators have equipment ranging from simple home-built sets
that cost $100 to those that represent investments of $700 to several thousands. Mrs. Liddiard’s
call letters are ihuwn at the left and Liddiard's at the right. (Tribune photo.)

~ Whoov-

Is a ten-meter converter.
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By BG{mE C. BUTLER
Tribune Staff Writer

Are you Interested In amateur
radio operations? Or have you
thought vou would like to see
how it works when you've heard
about “ham’ operators receiving

world?
If not, don't expose vourself
because enthusiasm can be as

catching as the measles.

| to get Into the “ham” airways
| as an operator licensed to use a
transmitter,

If you were a “ham” operator,
for instance, or had access to a
"ham" receiving set you
have heard Fred E.
Honolulu tell Mrs.
| of Lewiston how he was sitting
barefoot and in summer
at his transmitter while he vis-
ited with her via the airways.

Rounding up
bits, Bowers told how he was go-
ing to relay messages that eve-

vice men, from Honolulu to Oki-
nawa,

a ‘sked” by amateurs,
of the examples of the
“hams’ give anyone
charge.

Wives Get Together

Bowers told how one of his
neighbors, a wife of a service-
man on OkKinawa,
her husband over his station a
week earlier. ‘““The other
at Okinawa
couldn't get their wives together
so we arranged it. There'll be
eight of them at the transmit-
ter here.
haven't heard each others' volces
for months, you know."

Then Bowers described the na.
val reserve where he 1s living—
although he is in civilian service,
he explained—and r,md she was
the first “waheenie’” he had
talked with in more than a year.
Orignally from Peoria, Ill.,, he
has been operating since 1929
when he was 14 years old, he
| said.

Mrs. Liddiard guessed right

F.;LI"I'.'itl-rl
without

-—;r-‘..-r'll-'

lam’ Operators Ofter Vital Service In

and sending messages around the |

Only it's |
easier to caich measles than it is|

might |
Bowers of |
Lou Liddiard |

shorts |
interesting tid-

ning for a group of wives of ser-

This scheduled sending, termed | §
was ﬂ!'lf‘l

had talked to |

fellows |
asked us if we

Some of these couples

that waheenie is the Hawaiian's

word meaning woman.
is one of the few

this area and with her

band, Lou, also a licensed op-
erator, form one of the few

husband-and-wife teams).

The “ham"” operator’s language |
1s extended into the use of pho-
netic aids to make some words
more intelligible.
| save time and breath,
ical abbreviations are used.

licenesed
women amateur operators |

Lewiston,
gave her

of “hams,”
W seven oboe oboe victor;
is W seven oboe oboe victor,” re-
peating the call several times and
then, preparing to switch back

And then,
alphabet-

married, XYLs. ZLetters of the
alphabet that might be confused
are extended into words. When
she switched from her receiver
to her transmitter to let Bowers
know he was being received at
Mrs. Liddiard first
personal call letters:
W 7 O OV, but in the language
she said: “This h@s
this

Women operators, if they are|to her receiver to get his reply,

'smp,lp are ‘11: and if they aIE'addnd

B

=

“Go ahead, Old Man.”

L m— e —

-

L I S T E NI N G I N ~— Harley Steiner, at the left, and Don

Heinen, right, are shown here with shortwave radio equipment
that will provide communication for the community in an emer-
gency. Lewiston-Clarkston Amateur Radio club members would
be called into immediate service, if other communications were
unavailable or had failed. Their work would be coordinated by
Gene Wilson, coordinator of emergency operations for this area
appointed by the American Radio Relay league. (Tribune photo.)

Just as women operators have
a special term, all male operators
ﬂrE HOM Mﬂﬂ P

And when Mrs. Liddiard identl-
fied herself, she said: *“The
handle is H{'*IE'n.” Amateurs use
only their first names in first
introduetions. They explain this
keeps things on a more personal
and friendly basis among . their
world wide clan.

As for the YLs, the letters sim]?
ly stand for Young Lady. If she
married, she becomes the X- va-
riety.

All Calis Logged
Contaets between amateurs
have been far more sensational
and important to those involved
than the conversation between
Mrs. Liddiard and Bowers but it
represented more than a simple

pleasantry of that day.

As they talked, each logged the

time and technicalities and added
another “Qs0"

: Lcontact) to their
lists,

According to recent statistics,
the United States now has STI}I}B
licensed active amateur operat-
ors, an increase of 6,000 during
1950.

And although the Lewiston-
Clarkston valley has but 14 li-
censed “hams” operating fixed
stations and eight operating
mobile units, each is an en-
thusiast and might be of in-
valuable service to the commu-
nity in case of disaster or other
emergency, according to Gene
Wilson of Lewiston.

Wilson, chief engineer at radio
station KRLC, takes his tech-
nical knowledge or radio home
with him. He is the emergency
coordinator at Lewiston for this
area's members of the American
Radio Relay league, and a past
president of the Lewiston-Clark-
ston Amateur Radio cl{ib.

The club meets twice a month
at the Zimmerly Air Transport
W here U. S. navy shortwave
trans ttmf and receiving
equipment has recently been in-
stalled.

The ]eaﬁ‘“’? will hold an emer-
gency drill in this area Feb. 19,

Wilson said, to test equipment

| said, “and can be

respond as they ! 3
real emergency. :,,.'-‘"".--a

Wilson has been tin
shortwave equi tj,s mrq- e
said, and has mlrt!;ut_ wiﬂl.

all atates and all con

The gt I ST
3 0 o op-
e:'iatlt:trs, he sa?d, have participat-
e emergency work re in
the past, inclu arches q’%

lost planes and floods.

"Hamz have always worked 1n
close cooperation wltI:L the
Cross disaster mmllﬂtmf'*
called into m
vice on a moment's notice.”

Hartlﬁy Stel:::t of “
once the youn -
teur radio operator in the
of Washington at the o:l‘
had much to in d |
the amateur’'s existence. :

“Amateur radio operators a
Lewiston date back to dm of
World war 1" he said.

“During the last H; j'l ’
there’s always been ‘:rgl‘
hams here and we now ]
more than we've ever had h}f]
fore.

“This self-appointed orew nf‘ﬁ
highly efficient technicians
can provide the community with
a complete emergency com-
munications network and it ].I-
available without cost to all
those it might serve ln I\II‘I"II
of a disaster.

“The armed forces draw‘
heavily from America's ‘pul of
trained amateurs for Instruct-
ors at the outset of World war
Il. These men were invaluable
in the manufacture and use of
military cnmmunlutlnnl -qulp- .

ment.
“This alone justl.ﬂe: their ex-

istence in spite of the fact there
has been nnd still is a good deal|
of criticism of hams from com-
mercial interests (regular broad:

(Continued on page five)
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N2 Here. I8 - Lot Liddiardi sbe b,

ganist and shortwave radio enthusiast of Lewiston, speaking into
a microphone installed in his car. He is operating on his licensed
call, W700W, and talking to Mrs. Liddiard at her fixed statiur. |

W700V, at their residence, 1019 11th St. This could be an opera-
tion of more importance than a family visit in time of emergency.

Able to take his station with him, Liddiard could be directed cr
direct others to any spot In the area, (Tribune photo.)

Radio 'Ham' Operators Ready

To Serve Area In Emergency

(Continued from page one)

y casters) and some listeners with
| iInferior receivers who complain

] about interference.

“On the whole, shortwave re-
ception at Lewiston is excellent
and the community can be as:
sured it has a great group of ama-
teurs well able to respond if they
are needed.”

He told of how operations were
carried on to aid in a way no
other communications could have
served when planes went out
daily from Lewiston into the
{ Moose creek area to search for
i the lost flyer, Joe Rosenkranz,
during October of 1948, Ama-
teurs again aided in locating the

ook the life of Bert Zimmerly
in February, 1949,

" Search Delays Avolded

)| Steiner operated a fixed sta-
‘| tion at Lewiston, during the Ros-
| enkranz search, to keep in con-
| tact with portable equipment in
|the areas where planes were
|| searching. Many delays and fu-
il tile trips were avoided by the
direct and expedient amateur
I radio operations, he said. Stein-
er instructed the University of
Idaho’s extension course in funda-
mentals of radio here several

(years as well as a communica-

iplane crash near Pullman that

tions course for the navy cadet
fraining program at Northern
(daho College of Education.

If an amateur is simply listen-
ing in on others, he is “reading
their mail.” |

Signing-off terms can be any-

thing from: “We'll be seeing
}*ou,” to “We'll say 73" and|
‘F BOM — C U L"” 'which

means: “Fine business, Old. Man.

See you later.” *

Other numerical terms for sign.
ing off are: 73 which means “best
wishes;” 88, “love and kisses,”
obviously originated for persons
of closer acquaintance than the
average pair of hams might be; |
and 33, used between two YLs
(young ladies—remember?).
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- Mrs George Wise, Avhg,se ‘R
{a month old. Like most women amateur g}-' 2l
radio operators, Mrs. Wise—or W7RVM, 98 e
as she's known to her friends on the oy o '
air—{irst became interested through her ** i SR -
| husband, also a ham. She likes long- ’?%*ﬁ e 3
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‘distance, or "“DX" in ham language, | | B

transmission best and has reached 23

new countries on all 6 continents.
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hCOMPLETE STATIONS stand side by side in the living room of Mr el ¥ & 23
] Mrs. William J. Taylor's home (above). It was their common interest \klmas = e ' & . |
% ateur radio which first brought fhe Taylors together; they were mar- qu J S" &P;Th W,7 PP é Bi ’ , * -
in July. Mrs. Taylor, whose call is W7NJS, has been a ham for four
Aa a schoolteacher in eastern Oregon, she was communications link ' 1 (
to'kn o{ lome, which was 38 nulesl from thehnear_est telephone. FLape ¥
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IDS CALLING WYOMING HAMS!
m Monday night, if condi-

T

..

ents MesSages Yo Haw Ne

are right in the code world
,_i radio amateurs, something
¥ - shops talk will crackle out
5 'f tha Sheepherder network.
atients at the Veterans hospital
.*‘f-* : havu been invited by Mrs.
s Wolf, WTHDS to the ear-

s fraternity and a Cheyenne
ninne 1939, to give her their

- personal messages for relay to the
folks at home, and the bedridden
px-GIg have responded with glee.

_ Woll's offer, extended to
dents through the hospital spe-
urvicea division, brought im-
e | e response from men, like
1 -1 ‘Pred'ﬂr?ant who intends to mess-
f*& {age his wife in Lusk that he's do-
;»‘ ing fine and will be home shortly.
| f‘i Most are personal messages of en-
| couragement, not emergendies,
g3 whiuh are routine to all hams—the
Tms City disaster being a recent
'ﬂ mple. Hundreds of amateur
,:a operators throughout _nation
‘have cooperated into ge ess-
"f ages into the devastated area.

According to Mrs. Wolf, dub-
bed Hiawatha's Dizzy Squaw
because of her call letters,

| seventeen Equality state ama-

- | teurs hold a regular bull session

- | every Monday night and at the
| next “meeling” she intends giv-
P45 ing the veterans’ messages to
- | her brother operators for relay

P : S ——

§ to the addresses. And if the vet's
- | eorrespondent resides in a town
-!_h'* Jacking a ham the message will

I'.-'

e e
¥

‘-.!-"-

¥

e

-"J

" g

Vocthe s, K
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b PR
-

"

T

| continue via duller and more

.| presaic communication. At least
| one patient intends to test Mrs.
| Woelf's official reach—he wants
| to invite a sister in Los Angeles
| to come and see him, Mrs. Wolf
- |' and W6IQE, an old friend, ex-

‘ pect to have the message
AL '
| through in a jiffy!
| A class A operator, Mrs. Woll

B, < 1 " |lis one of 28 hams in Cheyenne,
- |and one of 189 women operators in
Ithe United States. Wyoming, she
s, is the seventh ﬁhstnc;:l
aceoun for the T in her ca
letters.tm'ghe W is for TUnited
" Istates. Hams are well organized.
 |operate under federal regulations
‘land feel that theirs is more than
' |a hobby, which, in truth, it is. AJE
“lhams went off the air on Pear!

|Harbor day but were constantly
“Nurking near their keys ready on
an instant’s notice to pla:r a well-
rehearsed role in the event of

- s

ikt .

Mrs. Lizette Wolf, owner and
proprietor of amateur station
WIHDS, accepls a message from

Mrs. Maureen Ellis, Veterans

e § land attack, etc.
4 nﬁ? Wolf has talked with hams

+ lin South Africa, Java and other
' lremote places and thinks nothing’
. lof it. English is the accepted™
;}: |language, and before the war it
.~ lwas not unusual to hear a doctor

in Mexico City
‘lantly, if not fluently,

conversing pleas-
with a Jap

|

il

KITCHEN is setting for the David A. Gettmans’ radio
ummtte:m.iheu Oak Grove home. Above, Mrs.
man, whose call is W7QKU, serves an aitemounf

Sherne 4 and Dawd Ken

hospital director, for relay to

a veteran’s family in Wyoming.
Mrs, Wolf is one of 28 Chey-
enne ham operators now back on

oy

6.}
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the air after a war-enforced sil-
ence, (Photo hy Brammar),
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e news of Grays ar,bo
n conditions yesterdfy ang
odz ‘j‘ was relayed to the res e-gt'
tate and the nation thro
".".'f;' al amateur radio schedule
p for the convenience of The -'
deen Daily World and the. {5
npia bureau of the Associated g

ansmission was handled at ' | ~ | AR T

S pthis end by Elmer Newell, 2416 = ' . i

"”ﬂ srdeen avenue, who operates = |

radig station WBAVM Al ‘the TS
T ﬁh"“ﬂnd was - radio station |
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Thunks For Help T b 8

EWS of Grays Harbor's distressing snow- | ,
storm, which completely paralyzed com- -_ g5
munications, reached the outside world Ly
through Harbor radio “hams” or amateur -
operators. By the same channels Grays Har- | Y
bor learned it was the hardest hit community 21,
in the Northwest. |

Operator Elmer Newell organized the set-up
vesterday to relay Grays Harbor information
to the Associated Press bureau in Olympia
from where it was spread across the state.

Newell and his brother “hams” also helped -

with private emergency messages, including
the city of Aberdeen’s search for a new part
for its damaged road grader. The hams did
Grays Harbor a real service yesterday, and
were still on call todav insofar as the normal
means of communication were still not re-
stored.

In the same way the Washington state
patrol was of inestimable service to this news-
paper in getting messages. through to the
Daily Olympian in Olyvmpila and the Centralia
Chronicle in Centralia. We had to send out
an urgent call for press service wire copy
because our own teletypes were silent. The

&E
)

two newspapers responded immediately, plac-
ing duplicates of their wire copy today upon
Grays Harbor-bound buses.
All around it was a fine display of 1:-.3;'
loperation, and deeply appreciated. 7

g -

—— = o m —_— %

Thanks to W7HYW, their 7th grade teacher, these
girls mastered radio clong with their readin’,
‘ritin’ and ‘rithmetic. L. to r.: W7TQR, Georgia,
- and W7TQP, Carol.
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UNUSUAL HOBBY -— Mrs. Carl Aushn finds in her ham radm
activities, 'opportunities for fun and community service. (Bend
Bulletin Photo)

‘Bend Housewife Has Hobby
Usually Dominated By Men

'.
One of her favorite radio. activ-|

—

re in Bend is a housewife,
no finds herself enjoying a hob- ities these days is as net control|
oy ~hich is overwhelmingly popu- for a YL radio network which
lared by the male of the species. meets each week. She serves as

|
| ]
| b

misiress
the roH

of ceremonies,
ol women hams,

1127 as the
calling

Carl Austin of
She has been find

b 1S Mrs.
ral street

oth fun and community sery- and then letting them talk to the

; wough her hobby since 1939, rest on their own (ransmitters
i. \ she was licensed by the Fed- (one at a time, of course).

o € Communications Commission . Both members of the ‘“‘Austin’’

iwith the station call letters of radio stations are active in civil

' WTHHH

! One of 600, member of
the international organization for|Emergency Net.

women radio amateurs, the Young| They can take their hobby right
|Ladies Radio League, which is|along with them on vacation trips,
| planning to hold its first conven-{or while Mrs, Austin does the fam-
tion in Santa Monica, Calif. June|ily marketing, for there is a short

defense, with Austin
network manager for

serving . as
the Oregon

she is a

24. 25 and 26 ‘wave transmitter and receiver in
| Beginning in 1939 with 11 mem-|their car. This type of mobile
bers, the league hass attained its | equipment H,Df great value to

|L‘D'1II]‘1L]]11U{‘ , 1In the event that a

| present membership of women di ¢
hams from the United States, Can-| isaster of some kind should in-

Ldndl terrupt the power source for the
_more common modes of commu-
nication. Mrs, Austin has received)|
three awards for public service &

| GO it ST PR TR . work Iin communications.
L - © _—

radio waves, shares her hobby
'!wjlh her husband, whose call let-
ters are WTGNJ.

Mr. Austin issued a challenge by t
telling his wife, jokingly, he knew wq H H H - &ag
she could never learn the Morse
Code to meet the rigid specifica-
tions for an amateur license, His
wife, who is, as she puts it, a
“show you'' girl, wenl on to get
| her license, She has a code speed
poolicien 'y award to show she can
'wnd and receive at 20 words per
'minute, and has certificates to
{ prove ;she has had two-way radio
' contacts with each state of the 48,
'and with each continent,

| No matter how long Bea may
| continue her ham operations, she
will always be known as a ‘‘young
lady'’ to her fellow amateurs. In
the queer jargon of amateur radio,
‘a woman operator is known as|.
YL, or “young lady'' whether she
|is nine or ninety. The men opera-|
~called OM for “old|

the

Italy, A
Netherlands, .-\11:~;=
| tralia and New Zealand,

ada, Alaska, Hawaii,
Zone, England, France,
\rica, Belgium,
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